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Oscar-nominated film
on Gaza orally rejected
by CBFC, says distributor

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Voice of Hind Rajab, an
Oscar-nominated film
about a five-year-old Pales-
tinian girl who was killed
by Israeli forces in early
2024 in the Gaza war, has
been orally rejected by the
Central Board of Film Cer-
tification (CBFC), the film’s
India distributor Manoj
Nandwana said.

The theatrical ban on
the film was first reported
on Thursday by Hollywood
trade publication Variety.

Mr. Nandwana told The
Hindu that he “had a feel-
ing” that the film would be
refused certification, as
multiple film festivals —
which require the Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Mi-
nistry’s clearance for mo-
vies that don’t have a CBFC
certificate — were not
granted approval for this
film over the last year.

He added that he was
not going to proceed with a
legal challenge to the film,
and said that he did not get
the rejection from the
CBFC in writing. “In the

A still from the film The Voice of
Hind Rajab.

past, we submitted a film
called Land Jihad ... but
then the Censor Board
gave it in writing that this
could cause communal is-
sues, and rejected it in
writing,” he said.

The Ministry and the
CBFC did not respond to a
query by The Hindu. A se-
nior official told The Hindu
on Friday that the film had
now been referred to a Re-
vising Committee in the
CBFC, and that it would be
reviewed by them now. Ov-
er the past two years, the
CBFC has rejected and cen-
sored many films that have
progressive political mes-
saging.

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor said that the film’s
ban was “disgraceful,” ad-
ding that “screening a film
is a reflection of our socie-
ty’s freedom of expression
and has nothing to do with
government to govern-
ment relations”.

Banning films for poten-
tially harming foreign rela-
tions was “unworthy of a
mature democracy”, Mr.
Tharoor said.

Mr. Nandwana pur-
chased the rights for the
Tunisian-produced  film
long before it was an Os-
cars contender, buying it
for the equivalent of 1
crore in Venice. But the
film was denied screening
at multiple festivals, in-
cluding the Bengaluru In-
ternational Film Festival
and the International Film
Festival of India in Goa.
The only festival it has
played at in India is the Kol-
kata International Film
Festival, Mr. Nandwana
said, speculating that this
was because the organisers
did not bother with clea-
rances from the Union
government.

21Mar. Oscar-nominated film on Gaza orally rejected by CBFC, says distributor

TSI U 3ATEp-AHITPd fbed &1 CBFC A Mif@® U I Wit fhar, faawe &1
G|

e The Voice of Hind Rajab, an Oscar-nominated film about a five-year-old Palestinian girl
who was Killed by Israeli forces in early 2024 in the Gaza war, has been orally rejected by
the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC), the film’s India distributor Manoj
Nandwana said.
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The theatrical ban on the film was first reported on Thursday by Hollywood trade
publication Variety.

ftoer W feR # Ufdsy i WeR Y& Ugel ToaR DI §iegs ¢ UfRISR Variety 7 <l
Mr. Nandwana told The Hindu that he “had a feeling” that the film would be refused
certification, as multiple film festivals — which require the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry’s clearance for movies that don’t have a CBFC certificate — were not granted
approval for this film over the last year.

ot a7 g fg & Iarn & I “sreary ur s fOher &I g =51 forehm, il o3 fvew
Piead — S T JaaT 3R TRIRYT HATerd &1 Aol ot gt 8 — A fUed ues ara o
3 flhed &1 SrgAfd TR <t

He added that he was not going to proceed with a legal challenge to the film, and said that
he did not get the rejection from the CBFC in writing.

I35 gl [ a8 e & AT ST gl S 78 9gIa 3R 3% CBFC ¥ fafad wu &
Sl 8! et

“In the past, we submitted a film called Land Jihad ... but then the Censor Board gave it in
writing that this could cause communal issues, and rejected it in writing,” he said.

IEH Bgl, “3rcdid | 894 A forgTe A fthed Tgd @1 ... At IWR &S A forfga o o
el fos 3UY ATHETRIE e, Ual 81 Uahd ¢ SR 39 fafed ®u & wie &= fear)”

The Ministry and the CBFC did not respond to aquery by The Hindu.

HATERT 3R CBFC A § feg & U HT D13 IR ! il

A senior official told The Hindu on Friday that the film had now been referred to a Revising
Committee in the CBFC, and that it would be reviewed by them now.

T Y BRI Yehar & ¢ fEg & arn & e &1 3@ cBFC &t fargiit #adt &t
0 foar a1 § SiR 3d e e &t s

Over the past two years, the CBFC has rejected and censored many films that have
progressive political messaging.

fise &l auf ¥ CBFC A %3 T fiher &1 WIkel iR SR fovar & o weforsiier wreifae
Hexr |

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor said that the film’s ban was “disgraceful,” adding that
“screening a film is a reflection of our society’s freedom of expression and has nothing to do
with government to government relations”.

HIU AT R YR A Tl [ e R ufay “rfre § 9 et fos fasedt oo &1 vaxi=
TR IS &1 fHeafaRT B a1 &1 Uidfad g 3R SHHT IWHR-U-IRBR J§¢ Y DIs aI-
EEIEE

Banning films for potentially harming foreign relations was “unworthy of a mature
democracy’ Mr. Tharoor said.

ot R A W%ﬁﬁw@ﬁwmﬁﬁw% YR W el R ufady e
“Teh URUS dlepda & Ag Tl g 1"

Mr. Nandwana purchased the rights for the Tunisian-produced film long before it was an
Oscars contender, buying it for the equivalent of 1 crore in Venice.

off A A eRrars Aftfa e & SfieR sifex &t 3Is # 3 J Ugd & AT o ey
1 Hs H wiic forg A

But the film was denied screening at multiple festivals, including the Bengaluru International
Film Festival and the International Film Festival of India in Goa.

Tfp 3 e &1 H3 HhiReaw H UexH &1 3rgafa el fireh, s e gexzma feen
HiRead 3k a1 # gex-=Hd firen biveaa 3ifw sfean i &

The only festival it has played at in India is the Kolkata International Film Festival, Mr.
Nandwana said, speculating that this was because the organisers did not bother with
clearances from the Union government.

off FegmT 3 BT f HRA H U8 b Had SIaeTdl exxHd fiber bfeedd H faars s,
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21Mar | Hanging by a thread: West Asia conflict brings Kashmir-lran carpet
connection to spotlight
4T TR 2T Ui ufdrar dad 3 siiR-SRE Srefia Jdy B IR fear
21Mar | The politics of martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance in Iran’s body

politic

S B IY-AGRT H WgTed, dfere 3R ufasny ot Ie-ifa

Hanging by a thread: West Asia conflict brings
Kashmir-Iran carpet connection to spotlight

Kashmir has been competing with Iranian carpets for centuries, replicating the unique designs that are associated

with Iranian cities like Kermanshah, Kashan, Tabriz, Khorasan, Isfahan, Hamadan, Ardabil, Mashhad, Qum and Shiraz

P Persian carpets world one of their favourite
SRINAGAR famous. stops to sell goods; to
“An Ardabil design mainly the elites.

very time a missile carpet woven by Kashmiri “During the Mughal
E strikes Iran, artisans and displayed at period, Iranian traders

tremors are felt the Victoria and Albert facilitated the transfer of
thousands of miles away Museum in the UK. is a skills. Iranian traders may
in Srinagar’s Badamwari testimony to the have even taken artisans
carpet cluster. relationship with Iranian to Iran for skill

For many artisans, the carpets. We have been development,” said

war has struck a personal exporting Ardabil, Kashan ~ Saleem Beg of the Indian
chord - Kashmir’s famed and Tabrizi designs since National Trust for Art and
carpets are named after our great-grandfathersset  Cultural Heritage.
cities across Iran. up the ‘House of Ali Shah’ The ongoing war has

“l am a master of

Intricate work: Kashmiri artisans weaving a carpet in a factory in

in 1869. We have the

also cast its shadow on

Kashan carpets, named Srinagar. IMRAN NISSAR design presets with us,” future collaborations
after an Iranian city. My said Igbal Shah of the between Kashmir and
family has been weaving Mashhad, Qum and said Mr. Magray. Artisane Art and Cultural Iranian artisans. Last year,
Iranian designs for ages Shiraz. Many of these Each city of Iran has a Centre. "Many Iranian Srinagar was named the
now. Kashmiri carpetsare ~ major cities holding major  different design signature designs were improvised World Craft City by the
incomplete without carpet centres have been — some are dominated by over time and renamed NGO World Crafts Council.
them,” said 67-year-old affected by the geometrical shapes and after local artisans,” he “There are 14 Iranian cities
Haider Magray from Iran-U.S.-Israel hostilities. historical signage, while added. also listed as craft cities by
Srinagar’s Hawal. “It’s painful to see the others are marked by the Council. We were
Kashmir has been names of Iranian citieswe  floral designs. Kashmir’s Trading hotspot expecting that the
replicating Iranian designs  relate to through our craft ~ carpet industry has been During the 16th century inclusion of Srinagar
associated with cities like being destroyed. We pray influenced by Iranian Mughal period and the would lead to knowledge
Kermanshah, Kashan, the war ends and their designs. The shared skills 19th century Dogra exchange. The war has
Tabriz, Khorasan, Isfahan,  craft bazaars are again of dense hand-knotting period, traders from Iran also cast a shadow on that
Hamadan, Ardabil, teeming with customers,” have made Kashmiri and considered Kashmir as too,” said Mr. Beg.

21Mar. Hanging by a thread: West Asia conflict brings Kashmir-Iran carpet
connection to spotlight

4T TR &7 Uiy uidrar dud 3 siiR-dE Srefa JdY B IR fear

e Kashmir has been competing with Iranian carpets for centuries, replicating the unique
designs that are associated with Iranian cities like Kermanshah, Kashan, Tabriz,
Khorasan, Isfahan, Hamadan, Ardabil, Mashhad, Qum and Shiraz.

HIHR gl T N Brei=l & 1Y ufoyi o 8T 8, 3R -1 WER| oI ARG,
HIR, TR, G, STHEEH, §HGH, ASdId, ARG, PH R RR 9 I ol
foorme Bt Tpd FRAT T &

e  Everytime a missile strikes Iran, tremors are felt thousands of miles away in Srinagar’s
Badamwari carpet cluster.
TR IR e I W 1S d gHa1 811 8, A 3P Fedh goiR| Hid &R R & qremany
PN FaveX & TgqU 8ld ¢ |

e For many artisans, the war has struck a personal chord — Kashmir’s famed carpets are
named after cities across Iran.
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e ‘I am a master of Kashan carpets, named after an Iranian city.
7 TR BTE] BT IWIE §, FIGehT A1 Teh S R TR T 71T ¢ |

e My family has been weaving Iranian designs for ages now.
RT URaR difgal & S fEwmg= §ar 3 @1 ]|

e  Kashmiri carpets are incomplete without them,” said 67-year-old Haider Magray from
Srinagar’s Hawal.
“HIURY BT 75 foT 31eY 8, MR & gara & 67 avla g Wk A &gl

e Kashmir has been replicating Iranian designs associated with cities like Kermanshah,
Kashan, Tabriz, Khorasan, Isfahan, Hamadan, Ardabil, Mashhad, Qum and Shiraz.
PR SR R ) bl el 6T 2, S PHIATITE, PIRIT, Ao, G, $¥BeH,
TUCH, i, URIEe, $U R RRW S e 4 98 &

e Many of these major cities holding major carpet centres have been affected by the Iran-U.S.-
Israel hostilities.
T U XX & IS BTN g IH-3ANBT-goRsd Ty ¥ yuifad gu g1

e ‘“It's painful to see the names of Iranian cities we relate to through our craft being destroyed.
Ig ¢TI gEG ¢ fob o R TN A H S R S AITA A S 8, I TWBI W o |

e We pray the war ends and their craft bazaars are again teeming with customers,” said Mr.
Magray.
Y U 1 § S g 9o ) 3R 39 RIew IR R I el § R oy, st TR A
Dol

e Each city of Iran has a different design signature — some are dominated by geometrical
shapes and historical signhage, while others are marked by floral designs. ]
P &R TR B U 3 FEWTS Uga = 81l € — o & STy amepfeat 3R
e e vga 81 €, Sl o & el & fE¥wmg 21 B

o Kashmir’s carpet industry has been influenced by Iranian designs.
HIHR PT BT TN 31 FEATSAN I gHIfdd w18 |

e The shared skills of dense hand-knotting have made Kashmiri and Persian carpets world
famous.
A T4 A 76 Fitm B aH-11 1 HRART 3R BRI STt & 9y uRig s g

o  “An Ardabil design carpet woven by Kashmiri artisans and displayed at the Victoria and
Albert Museum in the U.K. is a testimony to the relationship with Iranian carpets.
“HIIRT FRERI GRI T 71 U Adatd [SHAIS e, 511 b, & faaeiivar s sread
wforas ¥ Uefid 8, S PIeitdl & A1 Waey BT JH 5|

e We have been exporting Ardabil, Kashan and Tabrizi designs since our great-grandfathers
set up the ‘House of Ali Shah’ in 1869.
B9 3rddtd, PIRH 3R daieh fEwrga &1 afd $ ) & o9 T g9R el 7 1869 #
FT3H 3T 3reft 2T’ R foba|

e We have the design presets with us,” said Igbal Shah of the Artisane Art and Cultural
Centre.
TR U f&wimsT Wite Suasy §,” SNféa 3imé T8 Heard Hex & shard Mg A Hal

e "Many Iranian designs were improvised over time and renamed after local artisans,” he
added.
giﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ'—ﬁaﬁwaamumw 3R I HRITRY & 9119 W W11, I8

I

Trading hqtspot
TUIRS $5

e During the 16th century Mughal period and the 19th century Dogra period, traders from
Iran considered Kashmir as one of their favourite stops to sell goods; to mainly the elites.

1691 & & G FT IR 19T TG S SRT P11 7, T & AR SRAR P 30 TcTal
fE@HHI & ¥ U AMd ¥, ST81 3 T U ¥ ST 3 & JHH 99d 3|
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“TRTA BTe &b SR,

“During the Mughal period, Iranian traders facilitated the transfer of skills.

Beg of the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage.
I AT FRITRY B BN I & forg $e +ff & U B, §8% & el 9 3 e

o  The ongoing war has also cast its shadow on future collaborations between Kashmir and
Iranian artisans.

T R GG - PR 3R S SRR & o9 yfdw & gga iR ft s s & 2
e Last year, Srinagar was named the World Craft City by the NGO World Crafts Council.
fed v, FFTR 3 NGO aes wTUeH HISRIE gRT fay Rrew 2rgR 9y fasan mar o)
e  “There are 14 Iranian cities also listed as craft cities by the Council.
“BIIRAA GRT 14 I =g B 2+t e 2rex) & w0 A Yeltag fsar ma g1
e We were expecting that the inclusion of Srinagar would lead to knowledge exchange.
& 3ufie ot fs TR & 2nfire 89 ¥ 91 BT SMeM-UeT= S|
e The war has also cast a shadow on that too,” said Mr. Beg.

Jg A3 R s S1@ < R, o S A e

S ATYTRAEY 3 ST & ATeH-UeH $I Serar fea

Iranian traders may have even taken artisans to Iran for skill development,” said Saleem

The politics of martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance in Iran’s body politic
fGS 1: History: MH_____]

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

On February 28, the U.S.
and Israel assassinated
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
the 86-year-old Supreme
Leader of Iran, along with
a number of other leaders.
On March 17, an Israeli air
strike killed Ali Larijani, Se-
cretary of Iran’s National
Security Council. The next
day, Iran’s intelligence mi-
nister was killed. This is
not the first time Iran’s se-
nior military and political
leaders are getting killed.
These killings are clear
setbacks to Iran. But des-
pite losing its top leaders
and commanders, the Ira-
nian state continues to
function while its military

refused to stop fighting
against the U.S.-Israeli at-
tack. If Israel and the U.S.
thought the decapitation
strikes would lead to a
state collapse in Iran, the
plan doesn’t seem to be
working.

Iran has a long tradition
of statecraft, and the core
tenets of Shia Islam has re-
mained a defining factor of
state behaviour for centu-
ries. Since the Safavid dy-
nasty adopted Shia Islam
as the official religion of
the Persian empire in the
early 16th century, Iran
(Persia) has been majority
Shia. And since the 1979 Is-
lamic revolution that over-
threw the Pahlavi monar-
chy, the revolutionary state
came to rest on two pillars:
political Shiism and nation-
alism. In Iran, martyrdom

lies at the heart of both.
Shias venerate their mar-
tyrs, beginning with Imam
Ali. By assassinating Kha-
menei, Larijani and others,
the U.S. and Israel have ele-
vated them, in the eyes of
their supporters, to a high-
er realm of martyrdom.

The first martyr

After Prophet Moham-
med's death, his followers
split over who should lead
the ummah (the Muslim
community). One faction
backed Ali, the Prophet’s
cousin and sorvin-aw. The
other supported Abu Bakr,
a close ion of the

People gather for the funeral of ranian security chief Al Larfjani,
amid the U.S.-tsraeli conflict with Iran, in Tehran. REUTERS

lowers of the Rashidun Ca-
liphs (Abu Bakr, Umar,
Uthman and Ali) formed
the Sunni tradition. Ali was

Prophet, who became the
first Caliph. Ali later be-
came the fourth. Those
who rallied behind Ali
came to be known as Shias
[Shi'at Ali], while the fol-

the first martyr in Shia me-
mory. His son Hassan, the
second Shia Imam, briefly
assumed the Caliphate but
abdicated under threats
from the Umayyads. Hus-

sein, Ali's younger son, re-
fused to pledge loyalty to
the Umayyad ruler, Yazid.
In 680, Hussein and 72 of

The Battle for Karbala
holds enormous _signifi-
cance in both Shia faith
and political Shiism. For

believers, Hussein, the

§  Imam who refused to com-
,  promise even at the cost of

his life, embodies the high-
est ideal of sacrifice. (Every
year, Shias around the
world mark Ashura, on the
10th of Muharram, with
processions commemorat-
ing the martyrdom of Hus-
sein.) During the Islamic
revolution, Ayatollah Kho-
meini invoked both sacrif-
ice and courage to mobilise
opposition to Shah Mo-
hammad Reza Pahlavi. The
monarch, Khomeini ar-
gued, was the new Yazid.
He called on Hussein’s fol-
lowers, “the oppressed”,
to rise. And they did.

After the revolution,
many experts and world
leaders doubted that the
theocratic state would en-
dure. Within a year, Iraqi

President Saddam Hussein
invaded Iran, hoping to
hasten the collapse of the
fledgling republic. The
new state was struggling to
stabilise a fractured post-
revolutionary order. Lef-
tists, trade unionists, Isla-
mists and liberals had all
opposed the Shah, and the
clergy’s consolidation of
power deepened divisions
within this coalition.

Core tenets

But Saddam’s invasion
changed the equation. Ira-
nians rallied behind the
flag; Saddam was cast as
the modern-day Yazid. The
Islamic Republic moved to
purge leftists and liberals
at home without provoking
any  regime-threatening
backlash, while the war
was under way. In effect,

the conflict helped the
clergy tighten its grip on
power.

After Khamenei was
killed on February 28, Lari-
jani repeatedly invoked the
ideas martyrdom. He said,
“the children of Imam Hus-
sein fear nothing”. After
Larijani was killed, Mojta-
ba Khamenei, current Su-
preme Leader, said, “shed-
ding the blood of such
people at the foot of the
mighty tree of the Islamic
system will only make it
stronger”. Iran’s leaders
know the post-revolution-
ary state faces its gravest
challenge in 47 years. But
their response is not to give
up the fight and flee, but to
embrace the ideological
core of the revolutionary
state — martyrdom, sacrif-
ice and vengeance.

21Mar. The politics of martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance in Iran’s body

politic

S P IY-HTRIT A YETed, Iferer 3R ufaeiy $1 I

e On February 28, the U.S. and Israel assassinated Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the 86-year-old
Supreme Leader of Iran, along with a number of other leaders.

3R SYRTSH - 33 P 86 I8IT Fafed AT SMTaTeae 3l WAS Tfed

28 THRa%! &,

¥ o Jelta ot gt FR A

e On March 17, an Israeli air strike killed Ali Larijani, Secretary of Iran’s National Security
Council.

7 HId 1, Th 39RI3al 8T8 59 H S 1 AP FRé&f URYG & |ida 3eft ARl AR 7

e The next day, Iran’s intelligence minister was killed.
3T oA, XA & G it S g dR &l TR |

e This is not the first time Iran’s senior military and political leaders are getting killed.

Ig UGl SR g1 & 916 3 b aRE 4 3R IS Ad1sT i g1 D1 715 gl

e These killings are clear setbacks to Iran.

3 BT 53 & T e e

e But despite losing its top leaders and commanders, the Iranian state continues to function
while its military refused to stop fighting against the U.S.-Israeli attack.

< S =M Farait SiR HHS B @H &

Slavfa,

IMNPI-IIRISA & §HA & RIS TSTS Ab F STHR H 3T

o IfIsrael and the U.S. thought the decapitation strikes would lead to a state collapse in Iran,
the plan doesn’t seem to be working.

S I BT AT T@T 3R B! A1 7
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I TORTSA 3R ARG 3 T {3 Agd B WH B dIdd §HA X H 5T & U BT BRI
S, ) U dIoHT 9 gl ol faw I8 8 |

Iran has a long tradition of statecraft, and the core tenets of Shia Islam has remained a
defining factor of state behaviour for centuries.

A P IR IT-Rey i At RRT R, 3R R 5% & got Rigid afedl § IT59 & gagR &l
fAeffed avd B B

Since the Safavid dynasty adopted Shia Islam as the official religion of the Persian empire in
the early 16th century, Iran (Persia) has been majority Shia.

1641 Tct B YB3 T TWhdlg =1 gRT AT ST B ABING 4H O & 91 ¥, IWH
(BRY) § fr sgess W/ g

And since the 1979 Islamic revolution that overthrew the Pahlavi monarchy, the revolutionary
state came to rest on two pillars: political Shiism and nationalism.

3R 1979 & 3EAH! Hifd & d1g, R Ugdd! I Bl IWS BT, HifddRT T & TWHl TR
SMYTRT B TT: ST Riarare 7R yarg|

In Iran, martyrdom lies at the heart of both.

R H, WETed 37 4l b b H B

Shias venerate their martyrs, be%mmng with Imam Ali.

R 37 TR T TR R &, Forge! Yeaend AW 3l A gl 2

By assassinating Khamenei, Larijani and others, the U.S. and Israel have elevated them, in
the eyes of their supporters, to a higher realm of martyrdom.

WS, ARSI 3R 3= D1 5T HRP, JURBT 3R IoRZA 7 I8 37 JadH! Bl ToR &
YETed & Iod TR W g faar B

The first martyr
g WRIG

After Prophet Mohammed’s death, his followers split over who should lead the ummah (the
Musllm community).

iR HigWe &1 TG & 915, I Al § 39 a1 R faure= g1 a1 fos 3w (e
TS BT AJd DI BT
One faction backed Ali, the Prophet’s cousin and son-in-law.

7% TG 3 AR P TR UTE SR QTG Seht bt W R

The other supported Abu Bakr, a close companion of the Prophet, who became the first
Caliph

gﬂﬁﬁwémwﬁ g 96 B gAY o, o Ugd Geliwl a1
Ali later became the fourth.

3 91e | Y WeAhT 5 |

Those who rallied behind Ali came to be known as Shias [Shi’at Ali], while the followers of the
Rashidun Caliphs (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali) formed the Sunni tradition.

S R 3feht & GHde H 311u, o R (R siefl] Hedm, Safd JRIgH Teihraf (3§ a5, SR,
I 3R 3fefl) & S = ol TNURT 715 |
Ali was assassinated, becoming the first martyr in Shia memory.

3l b1 g R &1 TS, 3R I R R H ugd wEle /41

His son Hassan, the second Shia Imam, briefly assumed the Caliphate but abdicated under
threats from the Umayyads.

3T O B9, g} R 3AM, 7 Ui 99T & oY Radrra IuTelt, Tifd Sual & gara | ant
fea|
Hussein, Ali’s younger son, refused to pledge loyalty to the Umayyad ruler, Yazid.

, 3l & BIC T, A IS NS Tuilg & id (8T &1 Y 7 J STHR xR |

In 680, Hussein and 72 of his followers were killed in Karbala, in today’s Iraq, by the forces of
Yazid.

680 T, TO 3R I 72 TN DI ST & P &b HREAT § Foiig $I o1 AR fear|

The Battle for Karbala holds enormous significance in both Shia faith and political Shiism.
TR DI TSTS 1RAT RYT 3R ISTIdep Rrararg gt 7 sicdd Agayui 2|
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e For believers, Hussein, the Imam who refused to compromise even at the cost of his life,
embodies the highest ideal of sacrifice.
faRal & fo, g9, 98 ™ iR 3o Siad &t Siad W ot gHehar 16! fasan, sfagH &1
Tared omex gl

e (Every year, Shias around the world mark Ashura, on the 10th of Muharram, with processions
commemorating the martyrdom of Hussein.)
@ Y, G WR & R G| 31 1041 AR $1 SMRRT FA §, FOord g9 &1 WgTed &1 a1g
far ST B 1)

e During the Islamic revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini invoked both sacrifice and courage to
mobilise opposition to Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.
ST Bl P GRM, STIFeeTE GHAT A X8 HIGHE ol Ygardl & RIdTh ORIy &I Widd P
& forg sferar SR w18y a1 &1 SgTH faha|

e The monarch, Khomeini argued, was the new Yazid.
A A ad fear i Tyt 791 7ol B

o He called on Hussein’s followers, “the oppressed”, to rise.
32 58 & ST, AP, A 36 TS 2 BT g fba

e And they did.
3R 35 T fasa|

o After the revolution, many experts and world leaders doubted that the theocratic state would
endure.
wHifd & dIe, s AR IR Iy areit 3 ¥eg fovan fos a5 e o fews T

e Within a year, Iragi President Saddam Hussein invaded Iran, hoping to hasten the collapse of
the fledgling republic.
T Y & HIR, ! AP YEM g8 A Fa7I3d TR & Uad Bl dol B & 359 U 31
TR gHell foar |

e The new state was struggling to stabilise a fractured post- revolutlonary order.
1 I il & TG B IGUTIOIT IR B FRR A o forg Tad H 35T 4T

o Leftists, trade unionists, Islamists and liberals had all opposed the Shah, and the clergy’s
consolidation of power deepened divisions within this coalition.
e, T8 g, SAmare 3R SeRard! Tt =g & fRiy B 9, 3R ureRal gRT O &
DHEIBI A T MY T fAUTSH o1 7181 R |

Core tenets

H©1 Rrsid

e But Saddam’s invasion changed the equation.
Qfch TE & 3MTehHvT A R Iga <l

e lranians rallied behind the flag; Saddam was cast as the modern-day Yazid.
R IS F U Thae 81 T, T &1 Y Tofie & T URd fobar T

e The Islamic Republic moved to purge leftists and liberals at home without provoking any
regime-threatening backlash, while the war was under way.
AT TURTST = T &b aRM fo1 bl o8 TRy & 391 & iR arufat oik Serarear &
M = &R faT|

e |n effect, the conflict helped the clergy tighten its grip on power.
IRAa B, 39 Y 3 UIGRaA} B T R U UHS Horgd A § Hag F

o After Khamenei was killed on February 28, Larijani repeatedly invoked the ideas martyrdom.
28 TRaE) B @S R 5T F e, RS Y IR-5IR WeTad  RaR) o1 Sea 4|

e He said, “the children of Imam Hussein fear nothing”.
IBi HET, A O & a= foradt § 7Y S 1

o After Larijani was killed, Mojtaba Khamenei, current Supreme Leader, said, “shedding the
blood of such people at the foot of the mighty tree of the Islamic system will only make it
stronger”.
AR Bt §AT & G, TAHM Fared dl Hoiaal s - Hal, “SWATH TR & Ll
g&f & I T AR BT G T8 39 SR ASlgd &l S |”
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e |ran’s leaders know the post-revolutionary state faces its gravest challenge in 47 years.
A P AT 8 [ Hifd & 91g BT 47 a6 T 3T I TSt A BT JEAT HR ET 8|

e But their response is not to give up the fight and flee, but to embrace the ideological core of
the revolutionary state — martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance.

Afe 3! wfafohar aSTs Bie 3R U & 181 8, Fedh HifdBRI Aod & JaTND T —
eI, SfereM 3R Ufa=iy — &Y U= &1 |
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Nitish Kumar can
remain CM for next
six months: Minister

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Bihar Rural Development
Minister Sharwan Kumar
on Friday said Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar can
remain in the post for the
next six months, despite
being elected to the Rajya
Sabha in the recent elec-
tions. His comments came
amid the debate over Mr.
Nitish Kumar’s successor
to the Chief Minister post.
He also said Mr. Nitish
Kumar will resign within 14
days as member of the Bi-
har Legislative Council.
“One has to resign within
14 days as member of eith-
er House of the State legis-
lature [after being elected
as an MP]. He can resign
within the stipulated time

frame but can remain the
Chief Minister for the next
six months as per provi-
sions of the Constitution.”

The Prohibition of Si-
multaneous Membership
Rules, 1950, framed under
Article 101 of the Constitu-
tion, prohibits simultane-
ous membership in both
Parliament and State legis-
lature. Individuals have to
resign from their legisla-
ture seat within 14 days of
being elected to the Parlia-
ment, failing which their
seat in the Parliament falls
vacant.

However, Article 164(4)
of the Constitution allows a
person to be appointed as
Chief Minister or Minister
for up to six months with-
out being a member of a
State legislature.

21Mar. Nitish Kumar can remain CM for
next six months: Minister

T AR AT B WA b CM T 8
'\‘Iﬁ%'ﬂiﬁ

e Bihar Rural Development Minister Sharwan
Kumar on Friday said Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar can remain in the post for the next six months,
despite being elected to the Rajya Sabha in the recent
elections.
fyerR & uriiur fasr #=i IRTT FAR A YHaR &
Fel for fagR & geniEt i $uRr 5@ & gl &
ISIIYT & T G T & F1aqg 3T B¢ TolH db
¢ R W IHd g |

e His comments came amid the debate over Mr.
Nitish Kumar’s successor to the Chief Minister post.
3Tt g fewult gewh ug & fore it Hid AR &
FWIBRI DI AHR I Y6 69 & a1d MR |

e He also said Mr. Nitish Kumar will resign within
14 days as a member of the Bihar Legislative
Council.

321 78 1t peT i ot Fidtw $aR faeR faur ufwe
& He & U T 14 e o iR ST 37|

e “One has to resign within 14 days as a
member of either House of the State legislature [after
being elected as an MP].

Tt 1 Wt Iy faursisd & fodl Wl 95 & g
& ®UH [N g1 9H & §1g] 14 o & oficr gwdtoer
CRIGRI]

e He can resign within the stipulated time frame

but can remain the Chief Minister for the next six months as per provisions of the
Constitution.”
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ag Fuia gug I & iR SHAET1 S Tohd § Afte |faem & Uraumi & SIR SATd 88
e % GBIHA o 7§ IHhd 8 I”

The Prohibition of Simultaneous Membership Rules, 1950, framed under Article 101 of
the Constitution, prohibits simultaneous membership in both Parliament and State
legislature.

TS Goagdl iy Frad, 1950, S Afaem= & Srede 101 & dgd 1Y 7T B, WHG
3R X1 RS Al 1 U T Gewdl R b T B

Individuals have to resign from their legislature seat within 14 days of being elected to the
Parliament, failing which their seat in the Parliament falls vacant.

HfT! DI WG b AT I T & 14 A & iR 3ot faenfiee die § ST &1 g &,
YT WG H 3! Hie Rad g Al gl

However, Article 164(4) of the Constitution allows a person to be appointed as Chief
Minister or Minister for up to six months without being a member of a State legislature.

gTdifcs, AT BT 3ede 164(4) falt afad & geriEt a1 6=it & wu § siiteay g AgH

I fFgad 819 1 3rgAfd a1 ], Yl €Y 98 Ired faurvsd &1 9e A 8l

Parties must get
advertisements
pre-certified

details of their authentic
social media accounts at the
time of filing nominations in
their affidavits.

The MCMCs shall also keep

v m strict vigil on suspected

Ahead of the Assembly polls
in four States and one Union
Territory, the Election
Commission (EC) on Friday
directed political parties to
get their advertisements
pre-certified by the media
certification and monitoring
committees (MCMC).

Further it has directed
individual candidates to share

cases of paid news in the
media and take suitable
action, the poll body said in a
statement.

The EC has also asked
political parties to submit a
statement of expenditure
incurred on campaigning
through Internet to it within
75 days of the completion of
the Assembly election.

21Mar.Parties must get advertisements
pre-certified

giféat &t fagmu=i &1 qd-waroieor
ST BRI

e In four States and one Union Territory, the
Election Commission (EC) on Friday directed
political parties to get their advertisements pre-
certified by the media certification and monitoring

committees (MCMC).

IR AT 3R U b RIS Y= T, AT STIRT

(EC) ¥ Y[HAR & AT gal Bl U= Ao o
Hifsar aféfrezm Ts Aifvefm 0 (veme)

Td-gHIord R o1 fAdwr feam

HC raps govit.
over not filling
minorities
panel posts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday expressed displea-
sure with the Centre for
failing to provide a “time-
line” for completing the
process of filling the vacant
posts of chairperson and
members of the National
Commission for Minorities
(NCM).

Noting that it had earlier
sought an affidavit specifi-
cally on the timeline for fill-
ing the vacancies, a Bench
of Chief Justice D.K. Upad-
hyaya and Justice Tejas Ka-
ria asked the Deputy Secre-
tary in the Union Ministry
of Minority Affairs to ex-
plain the lapse within two
weeks.

The court observed that
the affidavit “only stated”
that the Ministry had in-
itiated the necessary ac-
tion for appointments to
the vacant posts, and that
biodata and nominations
were under examination.

The court was dealing
with a plea by petitioner
Mujahid Nafees over the
vacancies in the NCM. The
matter would be heard
next on July 3.

e Further it has directed individual candidates
to share details of their authentic social media accounts at the time of filing nominations
in their affidavits.

(affidavits) T 307 3yt WIRTe WfEAT SrprSed o1 faavur Aren oA &1 e faan 71

e The MCMCs shall also keep a strict vigil on suspected cases of paid news in the
media and take suitable action, the poll body said in a statement.
MCMC Hfear & T Us =qet & Tl IR ol AoR QTN 3R I HRAR HN, IA1a
TINT A Th §G1 | Hgl|

e The EC has also asked political parties to submit a statement of expenditure
incurred on campaigning through the Internet to it within 75 days of the completion of the
Assembly election.

AT TR (EC) A o gal 3 a8 ff 81 8 fb 9 faeuraur g9 o 89 & 75
ol & iR gevqe & Ty 9 o T TR Td &1 fqavr vRgd a |

21Mar.HC raps govt. over not filling minorities panel posts
S ANTEY A EIHEI® Ud g 7 U TR IRDR Dl BeDhR]

e The Delhi High Court on Friday expressed displeasure with the Centre for failing to
provide a “timeline” for completing the process of filling the vacant posts of chairperson and
members of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM).

faerdl S = TR A YehaR Bl g WDHR W 3 e foh 1 Rilfeh G AP SeudeTd
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3TANT (NCM) & 37edef 3R Jei & Rad gl of HRA &1 Ufehar & fo ~gqafiar 37 & fawd

T

e Noting that it had earlier sought an affidavit specifically on the timeline for filling the
vacancies, a Bench of Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia asked the
Deputy Secretary in the Union Ministry of Minority Affairs to explain the lapse within two

weeks.

g & ¢d U b 39 gl Riaadll &l 1R &1 IHIHET IR ORI 9 ¥ Ueb gAwBH1 T o,
Ao FINAT B UIS A SeIReA® B HATTd & U

T e S, IUTER 3R
g ¥ & 9w o HidR S9 e T WBIhRUI G Bl Hgl|

e The court observed that the affidavit “only stated” that the Ministry had initiated the necessary

action for appointments to the vacant posts, and that biodata and nominations were under
examination.

3HETAId A B8l fob gAH-TH | “ohad Ig Sardl Tar foh Tarerd A Rad gal R fFAgfad & fag
AP HIRATS Y& IR ¢l § AR IASTET qUT AMidh g & e B

e The court was dealing with a plea by petitioner Mujahid Nafees over the vacancies in the

NCM

SfaTerd TETTH B RN $Y Ao R goiee TERE & Qi TR G R 36 6

e The matter would be heard next on July 3.

TS & 3FTel YAaTs 3 ST dI it
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CAPEF Bill gives priority to IPS officers; govt. says new law will curb
unnecessary litigation

CAPF fada® 1Ps ST &t Tufiedr 3T & TRPR Fedt ¢ fb a1
BT SATTID GDHGH] DI ABI

CAPF Bill gives priority to IPS officers; govt.
says new law will curb unnecessary litigation

The Bill seeks to negate a Supreme Court judgment which asked the Home Ministry to progressively reduce IPS deputation; retired officials have

opposed the draft law stating that the govt. is discriminating against cadre officers as they face career stagnation, despite leading from the front

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he Central Armed
T Police Forces (Gen-
eral Administra-
tion) Bill, 2026, that is like-
ly to be tabled in the Rajya
Sabha next week, states
that in all Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs), 50%
of the total posts in the
rank of Inspector General,
at least 67% posts in the
rank of Additional Director
General and all posts in the
rank of Special Director
General and Director Gen-
eral shall be filled by In-
dian Police Service (IPS) of-
ficers on deputation. Till
now, such postings were
done based on executive
orders, and the Bill will
codify the provisions.
The Bill seeks to negate
a May 23, 2025 Supreme
Court judgment which
asked the Ministry of

Home Affairs (MHA) to
“progressively reduce” IPS
deputation in CAPFs up to
the rank of I-Gs in the next
two years.

Stagnant careers

Retired CAPF officials have
opposed the Bill stating
that the government is dis-
criminating against cadre
officers who won the case
after 10 years of litigation
to overcome career stagna-
tion.

Due to absence of senior
level posts, it takes an offic-
er who joins as an Assistant
Commandant in CAPFs, at
least 15-18 years for her/his
first promotion.

The officers have argued
that despite leading opera-
tions from the front, and
several of them having
been killed in the line of ac-
tion, they face career stag-
nation and most times the
first promotion comes only

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
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after 15-18 years of service.

The Bill circulated
among Rajya Sabha mem-
bers late on Friday said the
CAPFs perform functions
of national security in
close coordination with
State authorities, and in
the interest of maintaining
Centre-State relationship,
the IPS officers are neces-

sary for effective function-
ing of these forces. It said
that “it is considered ne-
cessary to enact an um-
brella law to regulate the
recruitment and condi-
tions of service of Group A
General Duty Officers and
other officers appointed to
the CAPFs with a view to
ensure legislative clarity,

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

preserving its operational
distinctiveness, and har-
monising judicial direc-
tions with administrative
and federal requirements.”

Statement of reasons
The statement of objects
and reasons by Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah said that
in recent years, due to the
absence of an umbrella
law, regulatory provisions
have evolved in a fragment-
ed manner resulting in sev-
eral litigations on service-
related matters, leading to
some functional and admi-
nistrative difficulties.

Itadded that the Bill was
being brought to “avoid
unnecessary litigations.”

It said the CAPFs play a
vital role in maintaining
national security and dis-
charging important func-
tions such as securing the
borders of the country, un-
dertaking anti-insurgency

operations and maintain-
ing internal security of the
Union and the States, ad-
ding that these Forces are
also designed to supple-
ment Armed Forces of the
Union during war.

It added that under Arti-
cle 312 of the Constitution,
IPS is an All India Service
and “historically, IPS offic-
ers are an integral and im-
portant part of the CAPFs.”

Presently, 20% of posts
in the rank of Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) and
50% of posts in the rank of
Inspector General (IG) in
CAPFs are reserved for IPS
officers through an execu-
tive order. The total
strength of CAPFs is
around 10 lakh, which in-
cludes 13,000 Group A
cadre officers.

The Parliament was re-
cently informed that there
are around 93,000 vacan-
cies in all ranks in CAPFs.
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21Mar. CAPF Bill gives priority to IPS officers; govt. says new law will curb
unnecessary litigation

CAPF Ra8u® Ips iftre1ial &t yryfiredr 3a1 8; WER Hed! 2 % 7a1 1A
SFTaRIS GHeH! I AB

The Bill seeks to negate a Supreme Court judgment which asked the Home Ministry to
progressively reduce IPS deputation; retired officials have opposed the draft law stating that
the gowt. is discriminating against cadre officers as they face career stagnation, despite
leading from the front.

g5 fatras Jiia #1¢ & ol o1 e w1 9 &, o 17 @araa @1 1ps wlafagiaa
&1 R-I1R 1 B B T T T, W@Wﬁn@mmmﬁﬁuﬁawﬁa
WHR B SR & 1Y AU B I8! § Fb 3= BRI H 31 BT HAT BT USdl
&, oafeh 3 Sy dfad & Ag@ HRd B

The Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Bill, 2026, that is likely to be
tabled in the Rajya Sabha next week, states that in all CAPFs, 50% of the total posts in the
rank of Inspector General, at least 67% posts in the rank of Additional Director General
and all posts in the rank of Special Director General and Director General shall be filled by
Indian Police Service (IPS) officers on deputation.

AT IR YT I (ATHT= U=E) A8, 2026, S sTer Wwie IrsaauT 3 o foaar
1 Gl 2, HEe @ b W CAPFs T SXU9eR 9  50% U, TSRl SRRGER FRe &
HU Y FH 67% UG 3R TR STINGER TR dUT STNGER o-Rd & 9 Ug YR gfera
[T (IPS) SHABINAT gRT Wafgfad IR 4R e

Till now, such postings were done based on executive orders, and the Bill will codify the
pI’OVISIOI’]S

31 a% Tt Fgfaaat Sriet =i & suR wR gt ff, 3iR 78 fadues g7 uraym &I
Sfgdies B

The Bill seeks to negate a May 23, 2025 Supreme Court judgment which asked the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to “progressively reduce” IPS deputation in CAPFs up to
the rank of IGs in the next two years.

I fada® 23 WS 2025 % A FId F i &) Ferudt oz g 3, o 7 warag
(MHA) BT 3T 1 a8 B 1G TR d% CAPFs H IPS Ufafgfad &1 “oRR-efR &0 o & @1
|

Stagnant careers

Retired CAPF officials have opposed the Bill stating that the government is discriminating
against cadre officers who won the case after 10 years of litigation to overcome career
stagnation.
TaIga CAPF STl = fadues &1 faRly HRd gU o581 fh IRHR dex SRl & T
NGUTT B 5! 8, FOTi- HIRIR BERIT B X PR o [0 10 WA DI BT ASTS B S1G Y Sl
Tl
Due to absence of senior level posts, it takes an officer who joins as an Assistant
Commandant in CAPFs, at least 15-18 years for her/his first promotion.
Y TR & UGl &1 HH & HRUI, CAPFs T R HISE & U | AW 54 ardt HABRT
@1 Ugel Ueifd U o 8 A HH 15-18 98 Td B
The officers have argued that despite leading operations from the front, and several of them
having been killed in the line of action, they face career stagnation and most times the first
promotion comes only after 15-18 years of service.

[ < e fear § fob i df & el o1 A PR 3R Bs P SYCT b GRM AR o
& SIA9G, 375 BIRIR 3BT BT FIHAT BT USdl § AR ABRT Aal # Ugel! UG 15-18
1A P TaT & 918 gt e B
The Bill circulated among Rajya Sabha members late on Friday said the CAPFs perform
functions of national security in close coordination with State authorities, and in the interest
of maintaining Centre-State relationship, the IPS officers are necessary for effective
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functioning of these forces.

HAR X I AT HT TGl & ot daRa fadass o wgr m fas CAPFsrggﬁﬂw&n@rqé
BT I UTFUPION & T TG | Hd 8, 3R Pe-Ied e bl §71T G- & fod A 39 gal
P JHTAT TTe P o 1PS SITIBIRGY bt Sawghdr g

It said that “it is considered necessary to enact an umbrella law to regulate the recruitment
and conditions of service of Group A General Duty Officers and other officers appointed to
the CAPFs with a view to ensure legislative clarity, preserving its operational
distinctiveness, and harmonising judicial directions with administrative and federal
requirements.”

O Fel T 5 9Hg A T YT SR ofR o Fged sifdemiial @t Hff ofik Jar
3t ! fafafia H & o Ue W1 S (umbrella law) S9FT 19996 §, dife faumdt
Ty YA 8 T, Tara- &1 faRiyar s+t 38 3R =arie fa=n & =iee g gHg
SHTaDH TS o HIY FHI foban 1 Hap 1”

Statement of reasons

HRON BT faaur

The statement of objects and reasons by Home Minister Amit Shah said that in recent
years, due to the absence of an umbrella law, regulatory provisions have evolved in a
fragmented manner resulting in several litigations on service-related matters, leading to some
functional and administrative difficulties.

T8 WAt Sif¥ra e g1 foT TN BRUN 3 faaRur H et T % 51 & af W T BT &b UG
ﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬂwﬁﬁwﬁlﬁ@% R Yo Taieft AT & S b §U IR $© SRS
q IR S8l S g3 |
It added that the Bill was being brought to “avoid unnecessary litigation.”

I SIS T % g% e “3M1as geveHl ¥ s & forg arar S eT 8|

It said the CAPFs play a vital role in maintaining national security and discharging important
functions such as securing the borders of the country, undertaking anti-insurgency
operations and maintaining internal security of the Union and the States, adding that these
Forces are also designed to supplement Armed Forces of the Union during war.
98 $g1 1 fb CAPFs TP YR&M ST T, o1 &1 At o! gra, fagis fadh
ST 3R Siiaf¥e GR&m S8 3@ H Hea@yul Yyt A €, SR 45 & I 3 90 WY &
IR el 1 b+ €

It added that under Article 312 of the Constitution, IPS is an All India Service and
“historically, IPS officers are an integral and important part of the CAPFs.”

O SIS AT 3 WU & 3rgede 312 & d8d IPS Uah f¥d YR Jar § 3R “Ufaeiie
EU J IPS BRI CAPFs &1 31T 3R Hegayul iR &1’

Presently, 20% of posts in the rank of Deputy Inspector General (DIG) and 50% of posts in
the rank of Inspector General (IG) in CAPFs are reserved for IPS officers through an
executive order.

gaq & CAPFs H f&P! SR ST (DIG) & 20% 3R TR F-Rd (IG) b 50% UG
PRGN & TH W IPS AGRAT & T SRfgd &

The total strength of CAPFs is around 10 lakh, which includes 13,000 Group A cadre
officers.

CAPFs &1 $d U1 AT 10 ARG 7, fSR9H 13,000 THE A FsR R} 2nfia g1

The Parliament was recently informed that there are around 93,000 vacancies in all ranks in
CAPFs.

T &1 § TG &) 9 1 7 CAPFs § I+ ¥abt & @v1v 93,000 Rfdwai g1
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21Mar

India’s Iran stance does fuel a foreign policy debate
YR $T 3 R 3@ a2 Hifd W) 959 &1 ggmar 3
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Gulf dreams turn sour for Konaseema women

SIUHT B Afgareli & forg @it & Ju g

India’s Iran stance does fuel a foreign policy debate

debate, for the most part civilised, is
going on in India about foreign policy.
The provocation for the debate is the
ongoing Israeli-American war on Iran,
now in its third week and India’s response to it.

I belong to the tribe of ‘professional”
diplomats. We consider ourselves experts with
special skills to propound on foreign policy
issues. It is true that we are trained to read
between the lines and to research whatever issue
occupies the attention of the international
community at a given time. However, it is not as if
we are born with a particular gift for foreign
policy; the gift or expertise is cultivated over a
period of time. Almost anybody can handle
foreign policy with experience and exposure to
the issues. Everyone has an opinion on foreign
policy, and it would not be correct to dismiss
those opinions as ill-informed or irrelevant.

The two sides

The debate is argued between those who
generally support the government’s stand on the
war, which began on February 28, and those who
criticise it as weak-kneed or surrendering to the
Americans, or as hostile to Iran, a close and
civilisational friend. The deliberate decision not
to condole the assassination of Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has come in for
particular criticism.

Foreign policy is an instrument in the hands of
the government to protect and promote the
country’s national interests. It follows that it is
within the province of the government of the day
to define what the national interests are and how
to protect them. Some interests are sui generis,
such as defending the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the country. For a country such as
India, the improvement in the standard of living
of its citizens is an extremely important objective.

In a highly globalised and interdependent
world, this task imposes on the government the
duty to chart its policy with deliberation and
calculation. A government led by one party may
take one position whereas a government led by
another party may take another. The same party
may take one position when in opposition but
might pursue that very policy when in power.
The Congress-led government under Manmohan
Singh decided that obtaining the nuclear deal
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with America was in India’s interest whereas the
Bharatiya Janata Party at the time opposed the
deal. Once in power, it went beyond what even
the previous government had not agreed; it
absolved the suppliers of nuclear reactors from
any liability, for accident or defect in the reactors.

Foreign policy often is, but should not be,
influenced by the ideological orientation of the
ruling party. If it is to adhere strictly to the
objective of promoting national interest, it cannot
afford to be too concerned about principles or
rights and wrongs. At times, a particular position
might offend our sense of justice or morality, but
the government of the day will have to make an
objective decision, even if it is not popular.

Equally important, the government must
explain to the people the rationale for its
decision. In a democracy, this is extremely
important. People, certainly the Indian people,
are fully capable of understanding and approving
or disapproving of the government’s actions.

Labels and policy

Much time and intellectual energy is spent on
giving a label to foreign policy. The one currently
in fashion is ‘strategic autonomy”. By adding the
word ‘strategic’, it sounds profound and gives the
impression of a concept beyond the
understanding of ordinary citizens. But then, why
‘autonomy’? Why not ‘independent’? Is not
independence more precious than autonomy?
PV. Narasimha Rao used to say that Kashmiris can
have as much autonomy as they want, but not
independence. In any case, why give any label at
all? How many countries have given adjectives to
their foreign policy? If a name has to be given,
just call it “independent’.

The best definition of foreign policy was given
by Jawaharlal Nehru in a letter to Einstein written
a few weeks before India’s independence. Foreign
policy, Nehru wrote, essentially is selfish. The
only principle it follows is the principle of
national interest.

The Narendra Modi government is essentially
following Nehru’s foreign policy, that is ‘selfish’
foreign policy. Its approach to the Iran war seems
to be based on a cold calculation that India has
too much at stake with America and the Gulf
states. America is India’s largest trading parter,
and India needs its support for state-of-the-art

technology, especially for developing India’s
defence capabilities. As for the Gulf countries,
nearly 10 million Indians are working there. Their
welfare is of overriding concern. They send
hundreds of billions of dollars’ worth of
remittances back home. Collectively, the Gulf
countries are a most valuable source for India’s
energy needs.

Application of ‘strategic autonomy’

These are valid considerations. Nevertheless,
within the parameters of these factors, the
government could and should have shown some
“strategic autonomy’. No harm would have been
done if the ination of Ayatollah Kt

had been condoled or if the External Affairs
Minister rather than the Foreign Secretary had
signed the condolence book in the Iranian
Embassy in Delhi. Since the Prime Minister did
speak to the Iranian President to press for the
safety of the 9,000-strong Indian community in
Iran, would it not have been proper for him to
also express condolences for the assassination?

His telephone conversations with the leaders
of the Gulf states would surely have ensured their
support to take care of India’s citizens living
there. The fact that Iran has allowed oil tankers
destined for India safe passage through the Strait
of Hormuz speaks not so much to the success of
India’s diplomacy as to the graciousness of the
Iranians. Despite India’s unfriendly attitude, Iran
took a friendly approach towards India. In the
final analysis, India needs to be on the winning
side. The government has obviously concluded
that the Israeli-American coalition will come out
the winner and that Iran will be defeated or
surrender.

There is also the question of the Prime
Minister’s visit to Israel (February 25-26, 2026), its
timing more than the visit per se. It was evident
from watching his address to the Israeli Knesset
that he was deeply moved by the warm reception
that was accorded to him by its members. His
visit was a demonstration of the ideological
affinity that he feels with Israel and, more so with
its Prime Minister. That Israel and the U.S. were
going to attack Iran any day was known to all
those following such matters. The timing of the
visit was unfortunate.

Let the debate continue.

21Mar. India’s Iran stance does fuel a foreign policy debate

YR BT A W 39 e R sga sl sear g

e A debate, for the most part civilised, is going on in India about foreign policy.

YRA H fadw ifa & dor U se9 I @ ©, S SHfmiwd: 9 B
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e The provocation for the debate is the ongoing Israeli-American war on Iran, now in its third
week and India’s response to it.
3 §8Y BT HRUN T4 6T SORTIA-3ANBT BT I W & 8, 571 3d W Jwg 7 g iR 39
W HRd Bt Ufafesan gl

e | belong to the tribe of ‘professional’ diplomats.
H TR’ ISR & TUE U & I@dl |

o We consider ourselves experts with special skills to propound on foreign policy issues.
T GG B! faew A & gel R Ry S ard faRwg 9d &

e ltis true that we are trained to read between the lines and to research whatever issue
occupies the attention of the international community at a given time.
I8 9 g b o Ukl & o UgH SIR SU UHY SRS 9HG™ & &M | S ard el IR
Y PR BT TR fem S & |

e However, it is not as if we are born with a particular gift for foreign policy; the gift or expertise
is cultivated over a period of time.
gTeTiicp, U9 51 & o 5 fagwr Aifa & fore foredt faiy ufarn & wry Uer 81d ©; I8 S IRe 99
& 91 faem R grar g

e Almost anybody can handle foreign policy with experience and exposure to the issues.
U D15 o e 3IHT 3R el &1 THS & T e ifd & JuTd Jhar g

e Everyone has an opinion on foreign policy, and it would not be correct to dismiss those
opinions as ill-informed or irrelevant.

o fordlt 1 fadw Hifd R I 81t B, IR S 3741 &) Td A1 SRS e gl e gl

The two sides

AR

e The debate is between those who generally support the government’s stand on the war,

which began on February 28, and those who criticise it as weak-kneed or surrendering to the
Americans, or as hostile to Iran, a close and civilisational friend.

g 959 S AT B 91T 2 O 28 TR Y IR GU TS R AR B G HT THAT 3 & 3R 3
ANl & ot o 38 HHOIR, AR F mgﬁwméﬂﬁ@ﬁmaﬁvﬂwﬁﬂwﬁ
Al A B

e The deliberate decision not to condone the assassination of Iran’s Supreme Leader,

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has come in for particular criticism.

M & GUHT AR, SATge 3t WA & 5l R M ad F IR & AFGIDR 1078 T
fyofa 31 faRy &0 ¥ AT 83 81

e Foreign policy is an instrument in the hands of the government to protect and promote the
country’s national interests.

faRT T TRPR & g1 H 3 P Pl 1 & SR I% Fgrar 37 1 T e ¢

o |t follows that it is within the province of the government of the day to define what the national
interests are and how to protect them.
as??aﬁ%ﬁm@n%aw% 3R I8 b R fova1 ST, U8 a9 HRA1 TRBR B ISR

I

e Some interests are sui generis, such as defending the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the country.
$ fed Ay g1 €, S S 1 HuYaT 3R & SrEsdr &1 & S|

e For a country such as India, the improvement in the standard of living of its citizens is an
extremely important objective.
YR oI o= & e ARR! & Sita TR § YUR T 3d He@yul d&d g1

e In ahighly globalised and interdependent world, this task imposes on the government the
duty to chart its policy with deliberation and calculation.
TP A dfipd 3R R AR gfHar 7, 98 &1 WHR W Jra-T0FdR 3R 70T & 1Y
i T I e S |

o A government led by one party may take one position whereas a government led by another
party may take another.
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G YT el g |
e The same party may take one position when in opposition but might pursue that very policy
when in power.

;ﬁuﬁﬁwﬁwﬁgmwwmﬂaﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂwﬁaﬁwﬁ%ﬁmaﬂw
|

e The Congress-led government under Manmohan Singh decided that obtaining the
nuclear deal with America was in India’s interest whereas the Bharatiya Janata Party at
the time opposed the deal.

e Rig & Aq arell SR WRBR - AARPT & A1 UATY] THaT YRd & fgd &
AT, STafh 39 T HRAT ST uTel A a7 faviy faa

e Once in power, it went beyond what even the previous government had not agreed; it
absolved the suppliers of nuclear reactors from any liability, for accident or defect in the
reactors.

A1 H 3 & 916, 39 (U8 WBHR ¥ it 3 9gd gU IRAN] Ruder sgfddhdisii &I gaear ar
Y & forg fordt ot e ¥ gaa &= faar|

e Foreign policy often is, but should not be, influenced by the ideological orientation of the
ruling party.

Y SRR TG ot BI I f=m I yifad gt B, afde Tur 781 g =g

o |fitis to adhere strictly to the objective of promoting national interest, it cannot afford to be too
concerned about principles or rights and wrongs.

Tl Y] SeXY AP 13 I Sgral o1l €, ol 7e il a1 Hel-Trerel o aR # 3reafiiep fifaa
ERIEREIl

e Attimes, a particular position might offend our sense of justice or morality, but the
government of the day will have to make an objective decision, even if it is not popular.
Fl-Fft I e gaR = a1 Afdwdt Bt e B SEd IR Tahdl 8, Afdh-] IRBR Bl
RS ot & 8T, 21 € 9 Al T 2

e Equally important, the government must explain to the people the rationale for its decision.
I & Heaqul ¢ f6 R 3197 Fvfg & Hie &1 SR anl &1 gHs |

e In ademocracy, this is extremely important.

Aepas H T8 3d Agayul g

e People, certainly the Indian people, are fully capable of understanding and approving or

disapproving of the government’s actions.

T, FIRINBR HRR AT, TRBR P BT B! FHSH 3R I WIBR AT SRATDPR B H FeH g

Labels and policy

ded 3R Hifa

e Much time and intellectual energy is spent on giving a label to foreign policy.
faeer ifd & 91 <A & 16! 90y 3R Sfed Sl @ gl 6|

e The one currently in fashion is ‘strategic autonomy’.
A B Faferd Xsg U T ¢ |

e By adding the word ‘strategic’, it sounds profound and gives the impression of a concept
beyond the understanding of ordinary citizens.

U REE S I T8 TexT AT § SR AT ARRSD! &1 JHe I W Udid 811 8|

e But then, why ‘autonomy?

Af=T i TR a2

¢ Why not ‘independent?
SCRERCUIE

e |s not independence more precious than autonomy?
T T WA § % JeaaH el 82

e P.V. Narasimha Rao used to say that Kashmiris can have as much autonomy as they want,
but not independence.

%ﬂmﬁmmmmﬁaﬁam&cﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁwmmﬁmm
|
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e |n any case, why give any label at all?
ot ot fRUfq , IS orare o1 gt il
¢ How many countries have given adjectives to their foreign policy?
fore <=1 3 oot fac=r ifd 1 fawor faw 82
e Ifaname has to be given, just call it ‘independent’.
gfe A\ S E 7, A 39 W Pl
e The best definition of foreign policy was given by Jawaharlal Nehru in a letter to Einstein
written a few weeks before India’s independence.

fac=r i BT T St TRUTHT SraTgRard Ag<s - YRd & WaAdl § $S Jw«le Ugd

TS ! fore u= 1 f ot

e Foreign policy, Nehru wrote, essentially is selfish.
5% A foran o fagwr Hifd ga ©u § @l gt 81

e The only principle it follows is the principle of national interest.
I8 Hadl AP fed b Rigid &1 ured e g

e The Narendra Modi government is essentially following Nehru'’s foreign policy, that is
‘selfish’ foreign policy.
g A WPR 4d U Y g% o W@l fagsr ifa &1 areq v 38 2|

e Its approach to the Iran war seems to be based on a cold calculation that India has too much
at stake with America and the Gulf states.

M & & Ul SHBT DI ST S8 TUMT TR SHTTRA Tl 5 {6 YURA & rfeapT iR @ret
SR & I 95 TS &9 W AN G|

e America is India’s largest trading partner, and India needs its support for state-of-the-art
technology, especially for developing India’s defence capabilities.
SARHT YRA FT T TS ATIRS WIRIER &, 3R HRD DI STy davmiicp, [T &
&Sl o fABT & oy I gwd= 13|

e As for the Gulf countries, nearly 10 million Indians are working there.
gl d WISt <X} BT JAId , I8T TTHIT 1 PRIS HRAT HTH PR I8 8

e Their welfare is of overriding concern.
I H 3HTd Hedqu! ]|

e They send hundreds of billions of dollars’ worth of remittances back home.
3 b Sl 3R STeR B AT TR Hold g

o Collectively, the Gulf countries are a most valuable source for India’s energy needs.

Tfed ¥ 9, WIS <% HRA B 3ol SIedl & 078 Sfid Agayul did g |

Application of ‘strategic autonomy’
UHIfI® TWraTar &1

e These are valid considerations.
3 gt Iferd faarR B

o Nevertheless, within the parameters of these factors, the government could and should have
shown some ‘strategic autonomy’.
iR 1}, 37 FR®! & HIR NMBR ! $3 UMHIdS TWraaar i@ gy At

e No harm would have been done if the assassination of Ayatollah Khamenei had been
condoned or if the External Affairs Minister rather than the Foreign Secretary had signed
the condolence book in the Iranian Embassy in Delhi.
I SrATged WS & el IR XM oad bl Sl a1 fad=r afvra & somd fad=r weft =
feeeht R ST gaTar H Qe G WR 8XIER fbU gld, Ot s JhaH gl giall

e Since the Prime Minister did speak to the Iranian President to press for the safety of the
9,000-strong Indian community in Iran, would it not have been proper for him to also express
condolences for the assassination?
dfcs TUTFHAT = I H 9,000 HRAH! BT FR&T & g ST yufa I a1d &Y, o) o’ I forw
TN IR NS G HRAT 3Id g} grar?

e His telephone conversations with the leaders of the Gulf states would surely have ensured
their support to take care of India’s citizens living there.

QIS S o A3l § I7eb! ST § g1 ¥6+ dret HR! &1 GR&M YA g1 Febat Ui
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The fact that Iran has allowed oil tankers destined for India safe passage through the Strait of
Hormuz speaks not so much to the success of India’s diplomacy as to the graciousness of
the Iranians.

g W & 7 7 YR & oW Ad Tl o) 10 STasH-"e § JRied AFt faan, YRd &t
FeAifd J STET A B IR B ST 2|

Desp|te India’s unfriendl attltude Iran took a frlendly approach towards India.

YR & BT 3G a0 & Fa9G, S A YR & Wi Fgul e¥ehior o=

In the final analysis, India needs to be on the winning side.

3idd: HRd ! et ugt & g1 =gl

The government has obviously concluded that the Israeli-American coalition will come out the
winner and that Iran will be defeated or surrender.

WEBR A WY Y Y Fsh Fomrar § o soRmd- st Tade fasrit g ik M uRifora
BT T SHTEGHTT BT |

There is also the question of the Prime Minister’s visit to Israel (February 25-26, 2026), its
timing more than the visit per se.

YYTH B SR T (25-26 BRAR] 2026) F JHT Bl A Y Fard IodT 8

It was evident from watching his address to the Israeli Knesset that he was deeply moved by
the warm reception that was accorded to him by its members.

ORI AE (Knesset) T 3 Jae= I W T b a8 981 e THwRi 4R W@ 9§ 9ga
qyIfad gul

His visit was a demonstration of the ideological affinity that he feels with Israel and, more so
with its Prime Minister.

3! T SORIS 3R ITb TUHHA & W1 37 F°TRD FoT1d &1 i B

That Israel and the U.S. were going to attack Iran any day was known to all those following
such matters.

g 91d 371 9+ Y gdr 2 Y 39 ATHal W ToR 3@ 38 A b soRmd iR vt fasedt +f fa
3 R gHAT B Thd g

The timing of the visit was unfortunate.
T U BT GG gHRIYUT o |
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Let the debate continue

EREISINEGE K

Gulf dreams
turn sour for
Konaseema

Driven by economic need and the hope of a better rumm marny women from the Konaseema region migra

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
CONTACT: 9971932488

vment. In their de
ho

ortunities, they often fall
lo

ith dreams of building a better

life for themselves and their fa-

milies, Kamala (32) boarded a

sleeper-class private bus on May

12, 2025, along with her younger sister Raji (30),
from Amalapuram-the administrative hes

ters of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema district-

bound for Rajiv Gandhi International Alrport,

Hyderabad. Along with the sisters were several

bus, all sharing the

following

Recallng the Ak mu-m«n o akin the
first step towards

their Muscat-based age cprdyocled
of Konasecmna, b st 5 v 1 pck theen up

from the airport

The driver identified the sisters using their
their passports imme-
er the introduction, and then dropped
e off o the agent’s office. For the next fort-
night,the sisers, slong with other yourg wo-

by the agent to work as

M(m»gupm collected

vere train
“housemaids®

“Like us, there was another group of 13 young
women, mostly from our area, who were brought
by our agent with the promise of the same work-
as housemaids,” said Kamala, a mother of two

boys aged 7 and s.

Kamala, who had worked as a nurse in a priv-
ate hospital, quit her job, while Raji, an interme-
diate dropout, gave up tailoring for their shared
dream- 0l t0he Gul am money, nd et

e village.

Muscat. The group arrived at
Muscat lmwmlhul ) Alrport ICT) o ot the

to build their own house in the

Kamala and Rajl, also a mother of two chil
dren, live in separate rented houses with their fa-
miles n the same village on the outskirts of Ama-

davari meets the Bay of Be

The sisters said that an opportunity came

countries-Bahrain, b
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. More than 70% of them were young
women, most of whom found employment as
housemaids,” said G. Ramesh, . Kona-
seema Centre for Migration (KCM).

housemaids,

KAMALA,

Overwork and isolation

Kamal sd that her ondeal begen wthin 3 ot
night after their grooming se

o Groueiag sk wss ove, i of 4 were
presented to visitors who came (0 select women
of their choice to be appointed as housemaids.
My sister Raji was the first to be chosen by a
sponsor for a five-day trial assignment in his
house before being offered full-time work.” said
Kamala. However, Kamala added, “Five days af-

ter the first assignment, which tested my sister’s
physical endurance, Raji decided not to conti-
nue. Frightened by the labor involved, she re-
tumed to India within a month."

As per an unwritten condition observed by
both and employers, the is entit-
led 10 retain the woman as 3 housemaid if satis-
fied with her work. At the same time, she is al-
lowed to reject the offer if she is unwilling to
continue:

Kamala, who chose to stay back, was hired by
another sporsor under a two-year work agree-
ment with a monthly salary of 100 Omani rials
(24,52). The sponsor obtained a ‘Resident
Card’ (issued by the Oman government) and a
two-year work visa for Kamala by signing a gua-
rantee of responsiblty as mandated.

Kamala began to suff-
e repeated flincsses, reportedly due 0 over.
. “When

through relatives or settled in Gulf
countries. Many former migrants themselves act
25 onske agents, offering commissions 1 local
CONtACES 10 recruit w

vul Alais,  the

men
Refering o the & Migrae poral daa ofthe
er-

KCM stated that

about 1,100 agents

are registered to

Most repatriated Ttk

workers reported from Andbra Pra-
excessiveworkloads  desh for overseas
beyond their contracts, jobs. However, in

health issues due tolack  Dr BR Ambediar
u(nq physical o
et

Meyareofien  1Ct

.lhﬂnlltu“l by both local

agents-including
and onssite agenis, 30 woien-se 2

G RAMESIH. tive, none of
Konameesms Conre b whom are regis
A oroger

tered on the por-
posit of 15

lakh and a registered office are basic require-
ments for authorisation.
The KCM December 18,

Ihustration Satheesh Velinezhi

March 13, 2026. A native of Uppalaguptam man-
dal, she had flown to Muscat in June 2023 and
completed a two-year term.

“My sponsor forcibly renewed my contract for
anodheryear. | was ot allowed 1o conkactmy
iy aferthe reneval [ was il feed ter my

family approached the KC N oweren i
paid for four months, during which I was also
subjected to physical abuse,” she said. Padma's
husband works s an agricultural labourer.

Suma, who was repatriated from Oman, said,
“In my sponsor’s house, | survived on one meal
for nearly two months. My agent blocked my
number, leaving me alone”.

According to the Special Branch of Konaseema
police, at least 48 cases have been registered
Sguost unauthorieed agntsn th disric under
the Emigration Act, 1983,

Over the past 12 months, ten such cases have

een filed. Superintendent of Police Ra-
hul Meena said that many repatriated victims.

10 pursue legal action against the

agents.
Police personnel are part of the KCM and help

trace agents and facilitate repatriation

complaints filed by victims' fami
A di District Col-

2025. The process began after her sponsor re-
tuned her passport once the 21.5 lakh commis-
sion was arranged and paid by her famiy. Her
onth's salary i still pending, she said.
e Goren

lector R. Mahesh Kumar, the Protector of Emi-
grants (PoE), Hyderabad, has been approached
1o strengthen mummmm with Indian embas-

sies. PoE official D. Anand and his team have con-
duncd awareness vr-m mes on safe overseas

ished the K in March
e Disric Collecor R.ashesh Kumar urged
the government 1o set up the centre following
several online appeals for repatriation from vic-
tims in GCC countries.

KCM Manager G. Ramesh said, “Since March
2025, we have secured the repatriation of 78 vic-

Of these.

1 complained of sickness, my sponsor gave me.
S 1

™ Andbra Pradesh Noo Resident Telugu Society
(APNRTS) president Vemuru Ravi Kumar said
thatthe Stae rvermmen b prokied recruk.
of housemaids through private agents and
mandated hiring through OMCAP for bete pro-
tection.
“Over 90% of abuse complaes come o

‘might quit, he cut off my interet access to pre-
vent communication with my family. 1 had to
continue working while on medication,” said
Kamala,

“When | asked my sporsor to return my pass-
port, he told me that 1 had t pay money for my
freedom. It was then that | learned my agent had
supplied me to him for a commission of 1.5 lakh,
which I was required to repay in order to secure
my freedom and retrieve my passport. | never
knew such a transaction existed between my
agent and the sponsor,” she said.

Migrants turn on-site agents

tered agents

work b the Gulf countres. The price fox houwe.

makds varies dcp\-mhl‘( on the duration of em

plo ing from one month to two years.
Oficials highlght thac many unauthorised

agents are personally known to the victims.
‘Complaints reveal that job offers often come

dreams turn sour for Konaseema women

SIAHT B Afgarell & forg @rdl & Ju g

Driven by economic need and the hope of a better future, many women from the
Konaseema region migrate to Gulf nations in search of employment.

I SMTaRaHAT 3R SR U™ BI JHG I URA TIdx, HIUHT &7 B s A AR
DI I B WISt M W Y FRall |
In their desperate pursuit of opportunities, they often fall prey to unauthorised agents who
recruit them as housemaids.
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the clutches of agen
dies of workers, including two women who died
due to accidents or illness, were also brought
back”

P;” he said, ad-
ding that contracts are often in r Aribe, ‘making
them difficult to understand.

sive workloads beyond their contracts, health is-
sues due 10 lack of rest, and physical abuse. They
are often abandoned by both local and on-site
agents,” he added.

\l-ﬂ victims are not repatriated through In-
dian embassies. “We try to facilitate repatriation
mn.w. the recruiting agent. In this model, the

amid tensions

He noted that migraton from Konaseema i lar-

gely driven by economic need, with many wo-

‘men entering on tourist visas and later struggling
0 obtain work permits.

Even as agents temporarily slow recruitment

due to the war, the Post Office

cations. Ps

Poueot 1 order o rerieve the Vil pasepo

only two were assisted throu
sies. Currently, the KCM is handling nearly 180
grievances related to fraud and workplace abuse.

Awareness
Another victim, G. Padma, 36, a mother of two
children aged 16 and W, was repatriated on

info@patrioticias.in

: 9971 932488

patrioticias.in

ran said, “We receive around 600 applications
every month. Over 90% are from women aspiring
0 migrate to Gulf countries.”
Meanwhile, the KCM continues t0 receive dis-
calls daily from migrant workers seeking
help. Even as the repatriation of 1 victims, in-
cluding nine women, has been delayed due to
disruptions in airport operations in GCC coun-
tries due to the ongoing tensions in the West Asia.
(Names of the victims have been changed to pro-
text their identity)

Gulf

Gorakhpur
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SAERI B TARI & I SR Y Tole! BT RIGR 81 Sl 8, Ol 376 IR BRI b =0 H Ul
AT

e Thousands of women, fighting a lone battle against financial coercion, isolation, and
physical abuse, seek safe repatriation—at the cost of heavy expenses and compromised
security.
BRI AT QS s gara, SrerTa 3R AR M0 & RPAE 3ibel! ASTs dsd gU YR T
3R 3RREH b 1Y TRI&d gt =gt g

e T. Appala Naidu highlights the ordeal of these victims.
&, srwrar Arag 39 Hiedl 3t Hi3rsal & ISR FRd B

e With dreams of building a better life for themselves and their families, Kamala (32) boarded a
sleeper-class private bus on May 12, 2025, along with her younger sister Raji (30), from
Amalapuram—the administrative headquarters of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema district—
bound for Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Hyderabad.

3T 3R 370 URER & o 9gaR Sitad & Ju-l & 1Y, HHAT (32) 7 12 7S 2025 BT 30t
%WWQOWGWWQ?(%W%WTM&W@W BT g & g a9
|

e Along with the sisters were several other women on board the bus, all sharing the same
destination: Muscat.
3 T S | Fs 39 Aigand ot off, SHe1 iaes Axdbe ol
e The group arrived at Muscat International Airport (MCT) in Oman the following evening via
Mumbai.
I8 THE 3T & A &1 a8 1d gU A & Hhe SIaRAP gaTs 37g Ugdl|
e Recalling the initial excitement of taking the first step towards her dream, Kamala said that
their Muscat-based agent had sent a driver to pick them up.
HHAT A Iqr fob I7h T YT Tl 4 I o & il IrgaR 1 Tl
e The driver identified the sisters using their photographs, collected their passports, and
dropped them at the agent’s office.
SRR 7 TERI Y UM R 3% U o fog 3R 3% Tole & R 8IS faan|
e For the next fortnight, they were trained to work as housemaids.
3T Ugg ol b 3 TR &M & forg uiférd forar mar
¢ Kamala said another group of 13 women was also brought with similar promises.
S A I fob 13 3=y Afgarsil o1 Tg o S8 a1e & 1y A T T
o Kamala qun her job as a nurse, and Raji left tailoring for their dream of earning in the Guilf.
@amwammmmmmawﬁmmw
. Their husbands supported their decision and helped them find agents.
3 Ufadl A 3! THeH a1 SR Toie ger § g &

e By December 2025, nearly 15,000 workers from Konaseema migrated to Gulf countries, over
70% being women.

faaR 2025 T& THT 15,000 AN WIS <=1 | 7C, FoFH 70% & 3iferes Afgany off|

Overwork and isolation
3Gf P HTH 3R e

e Kamala said her ordeal began after the grooming session ended.
FHHAT A gl [ IT! IR RN TH §H & d1G = g5

e Women were presented to sponsors for selection as housemaids.
Tigarsil ®I IR HH & W 79 g URqd fohar |

e Raji was chosen for a trial assignment but returned to India within a month due to hardship.
7ol BT URIE01 3 foT T T Qifoh] HfSHTS & HRUI 98 T AgH | die TS|

o Kamala stayed and was hired under a two-year contract with a monthly salary of 100 Omani
rials.
HUA D! 3R T I &b e T 100 AF Rarer Ay Ia IR w10 A @ it

e She later suffered illness due to overwork and was isolated by her sponsor.

3ifYp HTH P HRUT 98 SR 8 T3 3R I 3ITHT-YeT B foar T
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e Her internet access was cut off to prevent communication with her family.
IRAR ¥ G A+ & (oY IUPT =T a9 B ol Tl
e She was asked to pay 1.5 lakh to retrieve her passport.

YU 9oy UM & oI 399 1.5 |Ra HiT U

Migrants turn on-site agents

o Many unauthorised agents are personall known to victims.
3fadY Toie HifSdl & FH-Ugad &
e Former migrants often act as agents and recrur[ women.
T4 JaRf g Tole sa Afgensii &t vl Hd g
e Only about 1,100 agents are registered, while many operate illegally.
TN 1,100 TIic Tollepel & i 58 3y &0 § $1T 2 B
e Kamala was repatriated after her family paid the commission.
HUA DI ISP URAR GRT U g™ & 91 A A |
e Since March 2025, 78 victims have been repatriated, mostly women.

nﬁzozsﬁm*ﬂ%—&raﬁwmw 5 sifdpar Afgey B

e Most reported overwork, abuse, and health issues.

W%WW,W@?WW@H&W@

Awareness
SRSl

¢ Another victim Padma was repatriated after forced contract renewal and abuse.
TS 39 Ui Ul BT STaRA ey Tg™ 3R MY & q1e JTIe A 77|

e Many victims are unwilling to take legal action.
&S Uifgd B HRAE I 3 feaehd B

o Police have registered cases under the Emigration Act, 1983.
gferg A gar S 1983 & d8d A ol fhU g |

e Authorities are conducting awareness pro rammes for safe recruitment.
IHROT GRI& Heff & forg SIreasat BRI

e Recruitment through private agents is prohlblted OMCAP is mandated.

ot Toiel & A1 § Hll Ulasfdd & 31k OMCAP 3ifRard g1

Over 90% abuse complaints come from unregistered recruitment.

90% & HfYH Rrrad say vl I et B
Surge continues amid tensions
TG & o9 dgdl gard- ugia
e Migration continues due to ecpnomic need despite risks.
& Sae N HRUN J Yo okt g |
e Passport applications are incr'easing, mostly f;orn women.
TR 3fTde 96 8 8, A sified At §1

e KCM continues to receive distress calls from migrant workers.
KCM ! ot Aeig) & AR Hag & bict a8 B
e Repatriation of some victims is delayed due to West Asia tensions.

UfEH TR # 19 & SRU o Tisdl & arut 7 3 g1 E B
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| AR SHell HATA TS ATl BT TR HIAT &

Renewable Energy Ministry
demands sweeping powers

Ministry says it should be recognised as ‘Central Government’ in matters pertaining to renewables

under Electricity Act; Power Ministry currently exercises primary authority over Act’s provisions

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he New and Renew-
T able Energy Minis-

try has made a case
before a parliamentary
committee for a significant
expansion of its adminis-
trative authority over In-
dia’s renewable energy
sector, arguing that it
should be recognised as
the “Central Government”
in all matters pertaining to
renewables under the Elec-
tricity Act, 2003.

The demand, part of a
detailed reply furnished to
the committee in February
but made public this
month, in response to “sta-
keholder requests” for a
standalone  Renewable
Energy Act, effectively
seeks to redraw the institu-
tional boundaries between
the Renewable Energy Mi-
nistry and the Power Mi-
nistry, which currently ex-
ercises primary authority
over the Electricity Act’s
provisions, including those

The Renewable Energy Mlnlstrys stated target is 500 GW of
non-fossil capacity by 2030. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

governing grid-connected
renewable energy.

As of January 31, 2026 —
the Renewable Energy Mi-
nistry cited in a submission
— India has installed 271.96
GW of capacity from non-
fossil fuel sources, a little
over half the country’s to-
tal installed generation ca-
pacity of 520.50 GW. Of
this, 263.18 GW is from re-
newable energy. However,
the actual electricity gen-
erated from non-fossil
sources is about 25%.

While the Ministry con-
ceded that a separate Act

was unnecessary as elec-
tricity from renewable
sources is already integrat-
ed into the grid and go-
verned under the existing
framework, it laid out a
sweeping list of empower-
ments it believes are need-
ed to bring “institutional
clarity and effective admi-
nistration” to the sector.
The Ministry wants the
power to design electricity
markets for renewable
energy, prepare and notify
bidding guidelines for re-
newable energy projects,
frame tariff determination

principles for the Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC), and
guide the CERC on matters
related to renewables.

It has also sought over-
sight of the planning and
monitoring of Renewable
Purchase Obligations, the
mechanism that compels
distribution = companies
and large consumers to
procure a minimum share
of their electricity from
clean sources. Several
States are laggards in these
aspects.

The Renewable Energy
Ministry has further asked
that the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) coordi-
nate with it while framing
regulations related to re-
newable energy, and that
the National Committee on
Transmission work under
the Ministry’s guidance — a
significant  institutional
claim, given that transmis-
sion planning has tradi-
tionally been the turf of the
Power Ministry and the
CEA.

21Mar. Renewable Energy Ministry demands sweeping powers

Tde i Sul H3Teg UTue iRl &t /il HdT &

e The Ministry says it should be recognised as ‘Central Government’ in matters pertaining to
renewables under the Electricity Act; the Power Ministry currently exercises primary
authority over Act’s provisions.

TATER BT g © b el iftferam & dga Adtevoita St § Tefta amal 3§ 39 Fg
WHR & ©U H A=IA1 < -1 A1, IaqH § fagga wamera sififFam & uay™i &R vgE
PR AT B

e The New and Renewable Energy Ministry has made a case before a parliamentary
committee for a significant expansion of its administrative authority over India’s renewable
energy sector, arguing that it should be recognised as the “Central Government” in all
matters pertaining to renewables under the Electricity Act, 2003.

T4 SR Adierviig St warery A wudha afifa & I0e YRd & TG0 SHolf &7 R
TR U SHRBRT P HeaqUl fIRdR @1 HiTT 3@ 7, T8 ddb & gU b fareredt arf¥rfra,
%$mﬁwwa@éﬂmwﬁsﬁ%§w%wﬁwﬁw

|

e The demand, part of a detailed reply furnished to the committee in February but made public
this month, in response to “stakeholder requests” for a standalone Renewable Energy Act,
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effectively seeks to redraw the institutional boundaries between the Renewable Energy
Ministry and the Power Ministry, which currently exercises primary authority over the
Electricity Act’s provisions, including those governing grid-connected renewable energy.
Tg AT Hrad) | TR Y 3w 7 foegd SR &1 fewan ®, R 59 7ER Irduiivies fahar T, o
TS ST Ao SHett Sififeran & fore “frauRe & SRy & Jae § §, 3R a8 qymdl
T F ARGRONT Fu1t HAad SR fagga varag & o9 IRIFTd Wnsht & gauRyiia H=- &1
I T 8, S g H fre @ gt adtevoita et afed fawredt siftfom & mraum R
T 3fIBR T 2|

e As of January 31, 2026 — the Renewable Energy Ministry cited in a submission — India has

installed 271.96 GW of capacity from non-fossil fuel sources, a little over half the country’s
total installed generation capacity of 520.50 GW.
31 SR 2026 TH — AT GRT UK THBRI & TR — YR - TR-SHaTRE S Al 3
271.96 IRTTETE &raT RIT Bt B, S <X Bt Hot VMY IdTEH &HdT 520.50 MmaTe o1 Uet
ST e B |

e Ofthis, 263.18 GW is from renewable energy.

I ¥ 263.18 RTTaTE Tdlaxuig SHoll A g

o However, the actual electricity generated from non-fossil sources is about 25%.
gTaifos, TR-SHaTRH Hidl & IRdiae fosTell JdTG THIHT 25% & |

e While the Ministry conceded that a separate Act was unnecessary as electricity from
renewable sources is already integrated into the grid and governed under the existing
framework, it laid out a sweeping list of empowerments it believes are needed to bring
“institutional clarity and effective administration” to the sector.

gTdifer HATd 3 | S 3T ifARTH 3awdss T8t 8 i Aoy Jidl A foeielt uga
& Rre ¥ tlopd ® iR Hivel ¢ie & dgd Jaiferd gidl 8, b ff ST HeITTe Ty 3R
YUTAT WA A & ol fTa=ges faadl &t favgd it Uvdd 1|

e The Ministry wants the power to design electricity markets for renewable energy, prepare
and notify bidding guidelines for renewable energy projects, frame tariff determination
principles for the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC), and guide the
CERC on matters related to renewables.

HATT AT Boll o ford feTett AR fSos oA, uikarerel & fog arelt femmfad=r
TR 3R SHfERgferd F3, Feita fagya famme sma (CERC) & fo fvw fAefor Rigia oo
B 3R THBONT T TR CERC BT ANIGR 3 o1 Wi Al 3

¢ It has also sought oversight of the planning and monitoring of Renewable Purchase
Obligations, the mechanism that compels distribution companies and large consumers to
procure a minimum share of their electricity from clean sources.

39 Fdteiia @ <fica (RPO) &t Ao 3R TR W 4t e &Y AT &t 8, st
faarur ufealf ok 98 Iuiarst &I st fosTelt &1 gAan e = widl 9 o4 & forg
e FHRAl G|

e Several States are laggards in these aspects.
1AM H 5% I U §

e The Renewable Energy Ministry has further asked that the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) coordinate with it while framing regulations related to renewable energy, and that the
National Committee on Transmission work under the Ministry’'s guidance — a significant
institutional claim, given that transmission planning has traditionally been the turf of the
Power Ministry and the CEA.

ot T 3 g Wt peT © fb Fela fagga wifreor (ceA) AdteRoia Sef @
I o ST 9T 39S 1Y -G &R, 3R AR HHST S iR TAag &
AN & B B — U8 T Hedqul YRIFTA graT 7, Fifes <= gieHT URURS &0 J
fagga HaTer 3R CEA & SifeR e A& 1
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SC warns officials on Chambal sand m|n|ng

giie HIc 7 99a ¥d

P Sdra-t &t

21Mar

* IS

‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nlcobar over land

3e PreaR & Y B o -

Veterinary ofﬁcer killed in hippo attack in Karnataka zoo

The trainee officer was checking the body temperature of a
pregnant hippopotamus when the animal attacked her. SX. DINESH

The Hindu Bureau

o Eniomert |
A 27-year-old veterinary of-
ficer under training died
after she suffered serious
injuries following an attack
by a hippopotamus at Tya-
varekoppa Lion and Tiger
Safari in Shivamogga in
Karnataka.

Trainee at the safari

Dr. Sameeksha Reddy, a
native of Bengaluru, had
been recently recruited as
a trainee veterinary officer
at the safari. She had been

While she was takin
temperature using
non-invasive infrared
thermography, the
animal suddenly
attacked the trainee

entrusted with the respon-
sibility of monitoring the
health condition of two ail-
ing sun conure birds. She
was at the veterinary hos-
pital around 10.30 p.m. on
Thursday.

Later, she decided to
check the body tempera-

ture of a pregnant hippo-
potamus. While she was
checking the temperature
using non-invasive infrared
thermography, the animal
suddenly attacked her.

The staff of the safari
shifted her to a private hos-
pital in Shivamogga. She
had suffered deep wounds,
excessive bleeding, and
damage to her liver, which
led to cardiac arrest, ac-
cording to official sources.
She succumbed to injuries
around 6.30 am. on
Friday.

According to officials,

21Mar. Veterinary officer killed in hippo attack in Karnataka zoo

FHled fafsarsR # Rt & gwa ¥ uyy ffeesn s #1 dia

o A 27-year-old veterinary officer under training died after she suffered serious injuries

she was undergoing train-
ing as a veterinary officer,
and there was an addition-
al 45-day training period.

Forest Minister Eshwar
Khandre has mourned the
death of the veterinary of-
ficer and instructed offi-
cials to ensure standard
operating procedures are
followed strictly to avoid
such incidents.

Probe ordered

He has also asked officers
to constitute a team of offi-
cials to investigate the inci-
dent and submit a report.

following an attack by a hippopotamus at Tyavarekoppa Lion and Tiger Safari in
Shivamogga in Karnataka.

T 27 aufa uikigg uxy et ittt &1 wafes & Rarim Rd @avea aaa s
TR IBRY F fgwidiersyd & g0d 3 1R il & SR g 71 T8

Trainee at the safari

TET | uiRiy

e Dr. Sameeksha Reddy, a native of Bengaluru, had been recently recruited as a trainee
vegerinary officer at t_he safari. ] ' . .
ST THie ¥S, S AEe ot Farh o, g1 81 8 Rt ¥ ufkie] ug] e sifteRt & w0 |
RECSEEERIL

e She had been entrusted with the responsibility of monitoring the health condition of two ailing
sun conure birds.

3% ol TR T IR vl ot e fRufa ot R ot Rrdert Jid w8 5

e She was at the veterinary hospital around 10.30 p.m. on Thursday.
98 THAR Id TRTHT 10:30 T U] Farfrear sreaqara 4 off|

e Later, she decided to check the body temperature of a pregnant hippopotamus.
9G¥ I T Miad! fewidierd s & IRR &1 dudH siieq &1 o forar|

¢ While she was checking the temperature using non-invasive infrared thermography, the
animal suddenly attacked her.
W9 ag - YHTITEY T AU g 36 A, Tt TR 7 srams 3 R gadl
R e

o The staff of the safari shifted her to a private hospital in Shivamogga.

IHRY & HHARA 7 I RITAT & U el Srudre & RiHiaRd faan

e She had suffered deep wounds, excessive bleeding, and damage to her liver, which led to
cardiac arrest, according to official sources.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

Page24



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

SNRYBTRG G & TIAR, I TeX UTd, SAUIID IFq9Td, R gPpd (R1aR) B! JHa gor,
O g TTid ST (BISTP 3RIT) T3

e She succumbed to injuries around 6.30 a.m. on Friday.
I PR T8 TWIHT 6:30 991 At b HRUI gH dis faaT|

e According to officials, she was undergoing training as a veterinary officer, and there was an
additional 45-day training period.

RYPIRET F IER, T8 U Rifee e} & 0 § ufremr o 38t off, 3R 9% 3falar 45
o o1 arfafeaa wikreror ot |

e Forest Minister Eshwar Khandre has mourned the death of the veterinary officer and
instructed officials to ensure standard operating procedures are followed strictly to avoid
such incidents.

1 Tt SR WidY A Uy Fifre SRt & I R e ad fhar iR ifeiial & e
foar o Uit gerell @ sem & fore ue Temae ufshanei (sops) &1 Tt ¥ uraH gRfda

PR

Prpbe ordered
g & e

e He has also asked officers to constitute a team of officials to investigate the incident and
submit a report.

SR BT TeAT B! oiid & oY T A9 1f3d FHx 3R R TR Fv & forw ot wan

H

SC warns officials on
Chambal sand mining

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day observed that officials
who by their “lethargy and
inaction” allowed sand
mining to flourish in the
fragile lotic ecosystem of
the National Chambal
Sanctuary would be vica-
riously liable to aiding and
abetting of the illegal activ-
ity.

A Bench of Justices Vik-

ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta in a suo motu case,
reminded Rajasthan, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Uttar Pra-
desh, in whose tri-junction
the sanctuary is located,
that every act of destruc-
tion of wildlife habitat in a
protected area would at-
tract offences and penal-
ties under multiple laws in-
cluding the  Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 and
the Environment (Protec-
tion) Act, 1986.

21Mar. SC warns officials on Chambal
sand mining

g $1¢ A daa ¥d W= R Sfrwprial
@I Adra-! &

e The Supreme Court on Friday observed
that officials who by their “lethargy and inaction”
allowed sand mining to flourish in the fragile lotic
ecosystem of the National Chambal Sanctuary
would be vicariously liable to aiding and abetting
the illegal activity.

T PIE A YHAR FI Hgl & 3 SR, oA
O Gt IR FAfShaar & SRUY @I 3
AP TG SHARTY & AP wifce uriRufast
a3 ° g faar, I 39 siay iafafdy & grdr ¢k
IHIM & Tt Wi T J ForHaR e/l S|
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e A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta in a suo motu case, reminded
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, in whose tri-junction the sanctuary is
located, that every act of destruction of wildlife habitat in a protected area would attract

offences and penalties under multiple laws including the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and

the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

et faepw A1y 3R YT Agar & Uis 3 Ue Taa: T (g3t Hig) Ama H TSR,

T YT 3R IR USRI, foriah F-SiaRM W I8 31vaRvy Ryd g, &1 a1g feamn i Wiga &=
T g=goila STaT & AT BT8R B s B! &b ded HORTY 3R & B S Ha, o

Tgeitg (GRefon) sftfaw, 1972 3R yafarur (veron srfiferaw, 1986 A g1

‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nicobar over land

n January 18 this year a Great Nicobar

Island based online news portal,

www.nicobartimes.com, published an
important news item related to the
mega-infrastructure project on the island that has
been headline news across the country for many
months now. This particular issue has, however,
barely been noticed, leave alone creating
anything close to even a ripple.

The report, “DEF-GNI Objects to Low
Minimum Circle Rates Fixed for Villages of
Campbell Bay Tehsil, Seeks Revision Ahead of
Airport Land Acquisition”, highlighted the
grievances of the Great Nicobar’s settler
(non-tribal) community in the matter of the
compensation being awarded for their land that is
being acquired for the mega-project under the
Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (RFCTLARR) Act, 2013. About 300
families of ex-servicemen were settled in Great
Nicobar between 1969 and 1975 for which about
40 square kilometres were de-notified from the
Tribal Reserve. The descendants of these settlers
now form the majority of the population here.
“The Dependents and Ex-Servicemen Forum for
Equitable Negotiation, Compensation &
Entitlements - Great Nicobar Island (DEF-GNI)”,
the report noted, “has raised strong objections to
the minimum circle rates fixed for villages under
Campbell Bay Tehsil, terming them unreasonably
low and unjust.”

Inadequate compensation
At the heart of the matter is the low rates of
compensation, ranging from %113 to ¥180 per
square metre, they are being offered as against
the 311,370 - 320,500 per square metre offered in
the Andaman islands when land is acquired for
tourism projects. The forum requested that the
rates be fixed in a manner that ensures a
minimum compensation of not less than 1 crore
per acre of agricultural land to affected
landowners.

The matter has also been raised regularly by
the lone Member of Parliament (MP) from the

is the author/editor
of seven books

on the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, the
latest being

“The Great Nicobar
Betrayal’ (Frontline
Magazine, 2024) and
‘Island on Edge -
The Great Nicobar
Crisis’ (2025)

Inequities arise
between settler
families and
original
islanders over
land
compensation
for the Great
Nicobar mega-
infrastructure
project

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bishnu Pada Ray
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). In December,
he had written to the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister making a number of related
points: that the land was being acquired from
ex-servicemen settler families who were
originally brought here by the government to
serve strategic and national security purposes;
these families had already faced two major
displacements, one during the initial settlement
and then again after the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami; there were major procedural violations
in the land acquisition process; there were
serious deficiencies in the social impact
assessment carried out for this land, and that
compensation being offered should be 32 lakh
per hectare as against ¥9 lakh being offered
currently.

There are two things that stand out: first the
claim makers — the MP included — are explicit
that they, the settler families, are not opposing
the project. Their only request is adherence to
due process and ensuring that no family is left
without land or livelihood.

The second is the deep contradiction at the
heart of (un)democratic representation and
politics here: the settler community and their
representatives, while seen seeking fairness and
justice over their own land, are also collaborating
with the same authorities in alienating land,
livelihood and the resources of Great Nicobar’s
tribal communities (the Shompen and the Great
Nicobarese) to make it available for the same
project.

Alienating tribal lands

In a process marked by serious substantive and
procedural impropriety, nearly 84 sq.km of
legally notified tribal reserve is sought to be
denotified and handed over to project
authorities. Everyone from local agencies such as
the Andaman and Nicobar Tribal Welfare
Department, to the local settler communities, to
national level bodies such as the Union Ministries
of Environment and of Tribal Affairs have been
complicit.

Evidence of this can be seen in the
near-complete absence of the Shompen in
discussions, the pressure being exerted on the
Nicobarese to ‘voluntarily’ surrender their lands
for the project, the public and vociferous support
expressed by settlers and authorities, and the
explicit violation of provisions of the Forest
Rights Act, in which representatives of the settler
community have signed documents freeing up
tribal reserve land for the project.

Pertinent issues being ignored

No one can deny the right of the settlers to
adequate compensation. But what about the
original islanders such as the nomadic hunter
gatherer Shompen that is notified as a
particularly vulnerable tribal group, a PVTG?
They may not want compensation because they
have no use for the money we offer. What about
the Nicobarese who wish to return to their
traditional pre-tsunami lands and settlements but
are not being provided the means to do so? And
what of the impact on lives, livelihoods and
cultures of these communities that are
completely dependent on the sea and the forests?
What also of the pristine forests and unique
biodiversity that will be lost forever?

This situation underlines multiple things at the
same time. On the ground it highlights the stark
nature of (un)democratic local politics as adjacent
communities are forced into competition and
conflict over land and resources. At the macro
level, it highlights how local communities and
rights to resources are only minor pawns in the
larger geo-political and development agendas of
the state, of its larger political economy, and
indeed the rhetoric of national sovereignty and
strategic autonomy.

The contradictions might not be visible to the
local settler communities or perhaps they do not
have the agency or the choice. The same surely
cannot be said for the state, the nation and for
society at large. There is much for us to think
about and ponder over.

The views expressed are personal

21Mar. ‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nicobar over land

Ue FPIaR | YfH &I D Saipdias’ I

e On January 18 this year a Great Nicobar Island based online news portal published an
important news item related to the mega-infrastructure project on the island that has been
headline news across the country for many months now.

3 ¥ 18 TR &I Ae FAPIER €U 3n1eRd T TR THRIR UIdd 3 gid & AT-

FIPRTRR Moae ¥ YafId Th Ae@yul WeR USRI &1, Sff s Al 3 SR J JRIa A g

%

e This particular issue has, however, barely been noticed, leave alone creating anything close

to even a ripple.

gTdifer, 9 favIy g W XmE 8 & 3o T 8, 39 A9 SIS gadd dd el g8 |

o The report, “DEF-GNI Objects to Low Minimum Circle Rates Fixed for Villages of
Campbell Bay Tehsil, Seeks Revision Ahead of Airport Land Acquisition”, highlighted
the grievances of the Great Nicobar’s settler (non-tribal) community in the matter of the

compensation being awarded for their land that is being acquired for the mega-project under

the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation
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and Resettlement (RFCTLARR) Act, 2013.

O “DEF-GNI GRT $Uad & dedia & ial & fore au g=aw afhd ¥e w mufay, varuid
Yfy fiwrgor & ugd HRIeA & 7T ﬁﬁeﬁﬁw%wﬁaﬁ(ﬁwﬁmﬁmwﬁ
fRIBTaal B ISR fara T, S I7at ST & forg fau o 3 games & wefda §, 5

RFCTLARR 3if¥femm, 2013 & dga sif¥ufed fdar < w181

About 300 families of ex-servicemen were settled in Great Nicobar between 1969 and 1975
for which about 40 square kilometres were de-notified from the Tribal Reserve.

T 300 d Afapt & TRaRT &1 1969 F 1975 & o9 I Fdiar & Fumn T, e forg
T 40 71 fhaiHiex &3 &I FwTdIg SMRfEa &= ¥ 3rer fsar )

The descendants of these settlers now form the majority of the populatlon here.

S S dTal o dRIST e Igi b1 SATEIET BT SHABIRT 8T sH1d

“The Dependents and Ex-Servicemen Forum for Equitable Negotiation, Compensation
& Entitlements — Great Nicobar Island (DEF-GNI)”, the report noted, “has raised strong
objections to the minimum circle rates fixed for villages under Campbell Bay Tehsil, terming
them unreasonably low and unjust.”

RUre & g1 T o fEUSew Ue uau-afdasa R Bk gftvead ARG, FHEIH
U teTgeeiicd — I FIIaR (DEF-GNIY I U 3 dedia & Tl & R ad g7y afba
YT R FHat AR TS 8 3R 37 I =4 J HH I ]

Inadequate compensation

H3{Taelr

At the heart of the matter is the low rates of compensation, ranging from ¥113 to ¥180 per
square metre, they are being offered as against the ¥11,370 - ¥20,500 per square metre
offered in the Andaman islands when land is acquired for tourism projects.

A &1 I el G3NTaol 1 HH a8 &, off €113 | 2180 ufar aif Wier a& &, wafeh sfswm ot
A wefe uRarerrsit & fog yffr Sifiwgor 1R 211,370 | 220,500 wid @t ez fou omd §|

The forum requested that the rates be fixed in a manner that ensures a minimum
compensation of not less than ¥1 crore per acre of agricultural land to affected landowners.

HRA A AR &1 o a8 39 g a9 &1 oY [ guifad YHYRS! &1 i Yi & fore &0 9 &1 21
PRIS Ul THS o1 G3HTaeT Al |

The matter has also been raised regularly by the lone Member of Parliament (MP) from the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bishnu Pada Ray of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
T e, &1 U 3R FApaR §iu wgg & tehar wive faw) uer ra (Hrern) gr1 off fFafia
U H IS T 5

In December, he had written to the Prime Minister and the Home Minister making a number
of related points: that the land was being acquired from ex-servicemen settler families who
were originally brought here by the government to serve strategic and national security
purposes; these families had already faced two major displacements, one during the initial
settlement and then again after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami; there were major
procedural violations in the land acquisition process; there were serious deficiencies in the
social impact assessment carried out for this land, and that compensation being offered
should be ¥32 lakh per hectare as against ¥9 lakh being offered currently.

foieR o IR wereEE oiR g Wt &1 v feraa &% e, I8 6y gd |f e v ara
Mﬁﬁwﬁ%%%ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁv@ﬁ%ﬂﬁ@%ﬁmmww 3 URaR
%éwﬁ@méﬁ%—%ﬁw%wﬁvﬁwzomaﬂ%&%ﬁﬂﬁ%w iy
Siferrgur uferar & iR uftharers Iceia gU §; ATHTRTS WUTd 3ha- § R &t §; ok
T3{TEST 232 AT Ufal 3FAR 811 AT, Safdh a0 & 29 AR foar S8

There are two things that stand out: first the claim makers — the MP included — are explicit
that they, the settler families, are not opposing the project.

A 913 WY § vgell, TR — RFH T o =i § — Wy &9 $ed € 5 3 59 uRdiem
&1 faRly T R W R

Their only request is adherence to due process and ensuring that no family is left without land
or livelihood.
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gﬁ%ﬁ%nﬁ%%t{%ﬁmwws‘r IR HIS o ufkarR yfty o srehfaewT § dfed A

I

The second is the deep contradiction at the heart of (un)democratic representation and
politics here: the settler community and their representatives, while seen seeking fairness and
justice over their own land, are also collaborating with the same authorities in alienating land,
livelihood and the resources of Great Nicobar’s tribal communities (the Shompen and the
Great Nicobarese) to make it available for the same project.

TR ST (3NANBdiD TG 3R IeIfa & HiaR TeX Rty & gifdt §: §9= aran
TSR 3R I ufaffer ot yfty & forg =omg &t 7t v g it 3 wiftreswon & Ty fireres
%ﬁﬁwﬁmﬁwmﬁ?%ﬁﬁmﬁ@, SfToNfaeT SR T
IRESHT & foT Iudsy #1133 ||

Alienating tribal lands

ST YfH BT Sfea

In a process marked by serious substantive and procedural impropriety, nearly 84 sq.km of
legally notified tribal reserve is sought to be denotified and handed over to project
authorities.

T Ut ufoean 8§, forad iR vfoharete sifFafiidant §, @ 84 o fet & FUd
ST STTITg SRIET & Bl TTh URAISHT WIIHRUN DI Wi 1 FrorT

Everyone from local agencies such as the Andaman and Nicobar Tribal Welfare
Department, to the local settler communities, to national level bodies such as the Union
Ministries of Environment and of Tribal Affairs have been complicit.

UM MR FAPIER ST Fearor fyHmT St g weifE! @ de) RiFg 999 g
g@ﬁvwﬁwmawmﬁumﬁméﬁ@nw%ﬁwmﬁwﬁm
|

Evidence of this can be seen in the near-complete absence of the Shompen in discussions,
the pressure being exerted on the Nicobarese to ‘voluntarily’ surrender their lands for the
project, the public and vociferous support expressed by settlers and authorities, and the
explicit violation of provisions of the Forest Rights Act, in which representatives of the settler
community have signed documents freeing up tribal reserve land for the project.

T THTT T=tell H IS & @ srurufa, fAeiart R Y Wsr ¥ B &1 gag,
IO aTat 3R ifAHIRGY BT o gueF, iR a7 siftreR if¥feram & uraumi &1 Wy I
2, g a9 ooy Tger & uiafRiEl 3 SHeidg yff o uRae T & o ged B are
SN TR BHAER BT &

Pertinent issues being ignored

No one can deny the right of the settlers to adequate compensation.

AT G3HTAS & ISR J SIBR g foba off Tl
But what about the original islanders such as the nomadic hunter gatherer Shompen that is
notified as a particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG)?
Afp gat Farht S gHq RIeR-Se sl e, fore IRy © 0 Q SR S- ey 998
(PVTG) & &0 T 3ifergferd fovar mar §, 31 12
They may not want compensation because they have no use for the money we offer.
3 YIS a3nrael Tt ared i 37 gHR foT 7T U9 &) shevd gl |
What about the Nicobarese who wish to return to their traditional pre-tsunami lands and
settlements but are not being provided the means to do so?

3 Fp IR &1 1 S 31U URuRe A-gd &5 B e 9184 8, A S8 991 IR &
e g1 faU S 33 82

And what of the impact on lives, livelihoods and cultures of these communities that are
completely dependent on the sea and the forests?

ﬁﬁvsgrﬂaa’m‘r%x—sﬁaq STofaesT 3R TP TR T YHTT TS of T oRE WY SR el IR
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What also of the pristine forests and unique biodiversity that will be lost forever?
3R 3 W STl SR 3ifgelia Sia fafaear &1 o S g0=n & forg =19 g1 et
This situation underlines multiple things at the same time.

7 A U 1Y FF a1 BT SR B 3|

On the ground it highlights the stark nature of (un)democratic local politics as adjacent
communities are forced into competition and conflict over land and resources.

S TR W T8 (3)dieditie RIFT IS B HoR TS Bl [ 8, el g9l Bl 4y
3R oyt & forg ufaemet SR o 7 ydhar Srar g

At the macro level, it highlights how local communities and rights to resources are only minor
pawns in the larger geo-political and development agendas of the state, of its larger
political economy, and indeed the rhetoric of national sovereignty and strategic autonomy.
g8c TR R 7% fowrd § i it Iger oiR Iareqt R 3 R 78 YIeHifa® 3R
faera goleT, Isifte siferawyr, qur gt duyar sﬁ?@ﬁlﬁmﬁméﬁmfﬁm

B AN

The contradictions might not be visible to the local settler communities or perhaps they do not
have the agency or the choice.

3 FaRIYTHRT RIS ald TYaR &I fawTs el ¢ qdhd a1 WG 3+d UN fadhed gl g
The same surely cannot be said for the state, the nation and for society at large.

AT 3T, Y SR ST T 3 I AT e e o el

There is much for us to think about and ponder over.

FHR oL HIe SR R 37 & R Sga 39 &

The views expressed are personal
o fAaR AfeTTd §
‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nicobar over land

Ue FDIaR T YA I dax ‘SaidbdiAd’ Aot

Pankaj Sekhsaria is the author/editor of seven books on the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, the latest being ‘The Great Nicobar Betrayal’ (Frontline Magazine, 2024) and
‘Island on Edge — The Great Nicobar Crisis’ (2025).

m@wﬂmm@vﬁaﬁmdﬁwwmwﬁ%@w% ot
T ‘g Ye FAPaR fRae (Shearg HieiH, 2024) 3R ‘3MTEdAS 3114 T - § I AP
PISRT (2025) T B

Inequities arise between settler families and original islanders over land compensation for the
Great Nicobar mega-infrastructure.

U FBITR M-I REFR & o YH GHTaS $HI AH 9 ard URART 3R Jd FHaRkel &
I SR ST 81 S B
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21Mar

Fight against hate speech must be on behalf of all, says SC

HUIT YTYYT & f&are asrs 9l &1 ok & g1 a1fee, iy #1d 3 el
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Fight against hate

speech must be on
behalt of all, says SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of In-
dia on Friday said the fight
against hate speech must
be on behalf of all, and not
just limited to one’s own
community.

“Why should a particu-
lar community come up
and say ‘protect my com-
munity  against  hate
speech'? Rather, we should
say ‘no one should indulge
in hate speech’)” Justice
B.V. Nagarathna, heading a
Bench, observed orally.

Justice Nagarathna’s re-
mark came while hearing a
petition seeking the court’s
intervention against hate
speech targeting the Brah-
min community.

The court found that the
petitioner-in-person, Ma-
halingam Balaji, had even
coined a term, ‘Brahmo-
phobia’, which he said
should be treated as caste-
based discrimination and
duly punished.

Mr. Balaji submitted that
the petition was a result of
years of research on the

Petitioner had sought
court’s intervention

against hate speech
targeting the
Brahmin community

“selective and inconsistent
application” of the hate
speech jurisprudence. He
said hate speech has affect-
ed the community.

“We do not want hate
speech against any com-
munity. That would de-
pend on the level of educa-
tion, intellectual
development, tolerance
and patience in the society.
Once everyone follows fra-
ternity, then automatically
there would be no hate
speech,” Justice Nagarath-
na said.

Justice Nagarathna ad-
vised the petitioner to “de-
velop the capacity to not be
influenced by it”. “Many
things, if ignored, will fade
away. If you react, it will
only trigger another reac-
tion,” Justice Nagarathna
said. The court allowed the
withdrawal of the plea.

21Mar. Fight against hate speech must
be on behalf of all, says SC

W%@Wmmﬂaﬁm
@raﬁ’rm%q e 1 A FeT

e The Supreme Court of India on Friday
said the fight against hate speech must be on
behalf of all, and not just limited to one’s own
community.

YRd & JHH I 7 YHaR &I Fgl i gon
UTYUT & RIaTes aSTs 9ot ah?@fsﬁ’f?m%u T
fob paret fob it Ueb T b e |

e “Why should a particular community
come up and say ‘protect my community against
hate speech’?
x| P13 [IRY YA I8 g fob TR T Pl
O YTVOT & SA131?

e Rather, we should say ‘no one should
indulge in hate speech’,” Justice B.V.
Nagarathna, heading a Bench, observed orally.
afetp &% U ST TIRT b ‘B 2 gon Urwr &
M A8, <ATafd &t & ANRYAT, S 0 Hi
e o el off, A Aife® ®U J FgTl

e Justice Nagarathna’s remark came while
hearing a petition seeking the court’s intervention
against hate speech targeting the Brahmin
community.

ARYAT D1 I8 Wl 39 ATIHT Bt
b GRM 3T, fora# sTgToT wyer & afad
gw%%m%m@ﬁmﬁ
|

e The court found that the petitioner-in-
person, Mahalingam Balaji, had even coined a
term, ‘Brahmophobia’, which he said should be
treated as caste-based discrimination and duly
punished.

3erad A gl f& arfreTesdl Aol arerst A

FTRNBIfSATr Ysg it 71eT 3, O S| siifa smutRd HeHTa & U H AFHR <fSd & &

o1d Sl

e Mr. Balaji submitted that the petition was a result of years of research on the “selective and
inconsistent application” of the hate speech jurisprudence.
ot STeTTon = el fob T8 TTTaIdhT YOI HINUT TIRIRG o “Ta-ITHD SR SR SIUART TR asf
& TNY HT RO 5

e He said hate speech has affected the community.
I HT b YOI YT 3 T HI gHIfad fooar g1

o “We do not want hate speech against any community.

gH bt 1t T & RIeT® gurm {1y 781 g d |

e That would depend on the level of education, intellectual development, tolerance and
patience in the society.
Tg gyl § Ryem, Sfg® faem, wftwiar ok & & @ w AR s

e Once everyone follows fraternity, then automatically there would be no hate speech,” Justice
Nagarathna said.

Gﬁﬂlﬁﬁ'{{a (fraternity) &1 JTA &1, o WIHTAH W@WWW@W
AL ATRYAT A HET
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Justice Nagarathna advised the petitioner to “develop the capacity to not be influenced by it”.

R ARRYAT A AT Tadl &I JaTg <f [ ST THIfAd 781 &1 &l faw g s 1”
“Many things, if ignored, will fade away.

g Ao, Tfa SFAGET PR & ST, T S MY FHI g1 S g |

If you react, it will only trigger another reaction,” Justice Nagarathna said.

a3 31T TiaRrar 30, A T8 ot U SR WA B o 2, T ARYAT 3 |
The court allowed the withdrawal of the plea.

ST = I B AU T BT AR S &
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