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21Mar. Oscar-nominated film on Gaza orally rejected by CBFC, says distributor 

      पर   र-                CBFC           प       र      ,    र     

     

 The Voice of Hind Rajab, an Oscar-nominated film about a five-year-old Palestinian girl 
who was killed by Israeli forces in early 2024 in the Gaza war, has been orally rejected by 
the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC), the film‟s India distributor Manoj 
Nandwana said. 

                र   , एक   र-            ,    2024 क                       

  र                    गई एक                                     , क            

           (CBFC)        क             क         ,     क           क                 

क    
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 The theatrical ban on the film was first reported on Thursday by Hollywood trade 
publication Variety. 

          ए             क                ग      क               प       Variety        

 Mr. Nandwana told The Hindu that he “had a feeling” that the film would be refused 
certification, as multiple film festivals — which require the Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry’s clearance for movies that don‟t have a CBFC certificate — were not granted 

approval for this film over the last year. 

                       क         क उ   “        ”  क     क                 ग ,     क कई     

       —    क    ए       और    र         क                      —          एक        

इ      क                  

 He added that he was not going to proceed with a legal challenge to the film, and said that 

he did not get the rejection from the CBFC in writing. 

 उ      क    क        क                       ग          ए ग  औ  उ   CBFC                

   क               

 “In the past, we submitted a film called Land Jihad … but then the Censor Board gave it in 
writing that this could cause communal issues, and rejected it in writing,” he said. 

 उ      क  , “                          क          क    …    क                           

क    क इ                           क      औ  इ                     क       ” 

 The Ministry and the CBFC did not respond to a query by The Hindu. 

        औ  CBFC            क     क  क ई उ              

 A senior official told The Hindu on Friday that the film had now been referred to a Revising 
Committee in the CBFC, and that it would be reviewed by them now. 

 एक         क              क          क         क     क     CBFC क  र               क  

         ग      औ     इ क        क    एग   

 Over the past two years, the CBFC has rejected and censored many films that have 
progressive political messaging. 

                 CBFC    कई           क        औ        क                    र        

          

 Congress leader Shashi Tharoor said that the film‟s ban was “disgraceful,” adding that 
“screening a film is a reflection of our society‟s freedom of expression and has nothing to do 

with government to government relations”. 

                   र    क    क               “      ”    औ        क “ क       क        

           क                   क             औ  इ क    क  -  -  क              क ई     -

             ” 

 Banning films for potentially harming foreign relations was “unworthy of a mature 

democracy”, Mr. Tharoor said. 

           क    क                क    क            क     क  क                           ग    

“एक         क    क              ” 

 Mr. Nandwana purchased the rights for the Tunisian-produced film long before it was an 
Oscars contender, buying it for the equivalent of ₹1 crore in Venice. 

                                    क     क       क                                  ग ग 

₹1  र             ए     

 But the film was denied screening at multiple festivals, including the Bengaluru International 
Film Festival and the International Film Festival of India in Goa. 

    क  इ      क  कई                 क                  ,                 र          

       औ             र                                     

 The only festival it has played at in India is the Kolkata International Film Festival, Mr. 

Nandwana said, speculating that this was because the organisers did not bother with 
clearances from the Union government. 

               क    क                क               र                        ई गई, 

औ          ग     क     इ   ए        क     क           र  र                क             

क   
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GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED     21  March  2026 

21Mar Hanging by a thread: West Asia conflict brings Kashmir-Iran carpet 
connection to spotlight 

      पर     : प                      र- र                      र      

21Mar The politics of martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance in Iran’s body 
politic 

  र      र  -             ,        और           र       
 

 

21Mar. Hanging by a thread: West Asia conflict brings Kashmir-Iran carpet 
connection to spotlight 

      पर     : प                      र- र                      र      

 Kashmir has been competing with Iranian carpets for centuries, replicating the unique 
designs that are associated with Iranian cities like Kermanshah, Kashan, Tabriz, 
Khorasan, Isfahan, Hamadan, Ardabil, Mashhad, Qum and Shiraz. 

    र            र            क              क        , औ   र      र                , 

     ,   र  ,   र    ,      ,      ,       ,     ,     और   र                 

    इ    क   क  क            

  Every time a missile strikes Iran, tremors are felt thousands of miles away in Srinagar’s 
Badamwari carpet cluster. 

            र          इ              ,    उ क    क                     र           र  

        र                   

  For many artisans, the war has struck a personal chord — Kashmir’s famed carpets are 
named after cities across Iran. 
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 कई क   ग    क    ए           ग               क       —    र                 क      

 र   क               गए     

  “I am a master of Kashan carpets, named after an Iranian city. 

 “                 क  उ      ,    क      एक  र      र        ग       

  My family has been weaving Iranian designs for ages now. 

                         र                           

  Kashmiri carpets are incomplete without them,” said 67-year-old Haider Magray from 
Srinagar’s Hawal. 

 “   र        इ क               ,”     र         क  67         र   र     क    

  Kashmir has been replicating Iranian designs associated with cities like Kermanshah, 
Kashan, Tabriz, Khorasan, Isfahan, Hamadan, Ardabil, Mashhad, Qum and Shiraz. 

    र  र             क   क  क          ,            ,      ,   र  ,   र    ,      , 

     ,       ,     ,     और   र                          

 Many of these major cities holding major carpet centres have been affected by the Iran-U.S.-
Israel hostilities. 

 इ             क                 र  -    र  -  र                     ए     

  “It‟s painful to see the names of Iranian cities we relate to through our craft being destroyed. 

 “                  क      र      र                  क                 ,                  

  We pray the war ends and their craft bazaars are again teeming with customers,” said Mr. 

Magray. 

           क        क             औ  उ क          र           क           ए ,”     ग      

क    

  Each city of Iran has a different design signature — some are dominated by geometrical 
shapes and historical signage, while others are marked by floral designs. 

  र   क         क  एक   ग        प             — क                       औ  

       क                 ,    क                                

  Kashmir’s carpet industry has been influenced by Iranian designs. 

    र                र                               

  The shared skills of dense hand-knotting have made Kashmiri and Persian carpets world 

famous. 

                                       र  और   र           क                     

  “An Ardabil design carpet woven by Kashmiri artisans and displayed at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in the U.K. is a testimony to the relationship with Iranian carpets. 

 “   र    र  र             ग   एक                    ,      .  .         र            

                   ,  र            क            क           

  We have been exporting Ardabil, Kashan and Tabrizi designs since our great-grandfathers 
set up the ‘House of Ali Shah’ in 1869. 

          ,       और   र           क         क                                 1869    

‘               ’        क    

  We have the design presets with us,” said Iqbal Shah of the Artisane Art and Cultural 
Centre. 

                        उ      ,”                    र     र क               क    

  ”Many Iranian designs were improvised over time and renamed after local artisans,” he 

added. 

 “कई  र             क      क           ग   औ          र  र   क             ग  ,” उ      

      

 Trading hotspot 

   प  र      

 During the 16th century Mughal period and the 19th century Dogra period, traders from 
Iran considered Kashmir as one of their favourite stops to sell goods; to mainly the elites. 

 16                    औ  19              र        ,  र   क            र क               

  क           एक         ,                           ग  क                  
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  “During the Mughal period, Iranian traders facilitated the transfer of skills. 

 “         क       ,  र      प  र       क    क      -     क              

  Iranian traders may have even taken artisans to Iran for skill development,” said Saleem 
Beg of the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage. 

  र      प र  क   ग    क  क      क   क    ए  र         गए    ग ,”       क              क    

  The ongoing war has also cast its shadow on future collaborations between Kashmir and 
Iranian artisans. 

                  र और  र      र  र   क           क      ग                       

  Last year, Srinagar was named the World Craft City by the NGO World Crafts Council. 

          ,     र क  NGO                                  र        क   ग       

  “There are 14 Iranian cities also listed as craft cities by the Council. 

 “क उ          14  र      र   क           र   क                क   ग       

  We were expecting that the inclusion of Srinagar would lead to knowledge exchange. 

     उ        क     र क                           -       ग   

  The war has also cast a shadow on that too,” said Mr. Beg. 

        उ                      ,”      ग    क    

 

21Mar. The politics of martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance in Iran’s body 

politic 

  र      र  -             ,        और           र       

 On February 28, the U.S. and Israel assassinated Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the 86-year-old 
Supreme Leader of Iran, along with a number of other leaders. 

 28       क ,      क  औ  इ   इ     ई    क  86                                  ई      

कई           क      क      

 On March 17, an Israeli air strike killed Ali Larijani, Secretary of Iran‟s National Security 
Council. 

 17      क , एक इ   इ      ई         ई    क                     क                         गए  

 The next day, Iran‟s intelligence minister was killed. 

  ग      , ई    क              क      क     गई  

 This is not the first time Iran‟s senior military and political leaders are getting killed. 

                        ई    क           औ         क        क      क  गई     

 These killings are clear setbacks to Iran. 

       ए  ई    क    ए        क      

 But despite losing its top leaders and commanders, the Iranian state continues to function 
while its military refused to stop fighting against the U.S.-Israeli attack. 

    क                   औ  क        क       क        , ई         क    क        औ  उ क          

     क -इ   इ  क       क           ई   क      इ क   क        

 If Israel and the U.S. thought the decapitation strikes would lead to a state collapse in Iran, 
the plan doesn‟t seem to be working. 
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     इ   इ  औ       क           क       क     क              ई           क      क  क    

   ग ,                                       

 Iran has a long tradition of statecraft, and the core tenets of Shia Islam has remained a 
defining factor of state behaviour for centuries. 

 ई    क         -    क                , औ       इ    क                           क        क  

         क            

 Since the Safavid dynasty adopted Shia Islam as the official religion of the Persian empire in 
the early 16th century, Iran (Persia) has been majority Shia. 

 16        क                               इ    क     क   क            क        , ई    

(    )              क         

 And since the 1979 Islamic revolution that overthrew the Pahlavi monarchy, the revolutionary 
state came to rest on two pillars: political Shiism and nationalism. 

 औ  1979 क  इ           क     ,                    क  उ      क ,      क                    

          ग  :        क         औ           

 In Iran, martyrdom lies at the heart of both. 

 ई      ,       इ        क  क          

 Shias venerate their martyrs, beginning with Imam Ali. 

                  क       क      ,    क        इ                    

 By assassinating Khamenei, Larijani and others, the U.S. and Israel have elevated them, in 
the eyes of their supporters, to a higher realm of martyrdom. 

       ई,          औ     क      क क ,      क  औ  इ   इ     उ   उ क      क   क         

      क  उ                       

The first martyr 

 प         

 After Prophet Mohammed‟s death, his followers split over who should lead the ummah (the 
Muslim community). 

   ग          क       क     , उ क                इ                   ग    क उ   (      

      ) क        क   क  ग   

 One faction backed Ali, the Prophet‟s cousin and son-in-law. 

 एक           ग    क          ई औ            क         क    

 The other supported Abu Bakr, a close companion of the Prophet, who became the first 
Caliph. 

            ग    क  क                 क         क  ,                    

 Ali later became the fourth. 

                            

 Those who rallied behind Ali came to be known as Shias [Shi‟at Ali], while the followers of the 
Rashidun Caliphs (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali) formed the Sunni tradition. 

      ग     क            ए,         [         ] क   ए,    क                 (      , उ  , 

उ    औ     ) क                               ई  

 Ali was assassinated, becoming the first martyr in Shia memory. 

     क      क     गई, औ                                   

 His son Hassan, the second Shia Imam, briefly assumed the Caliphate but abdicated under 
threats from the Umayyads. 

 उ क         ,            इ   ,             क    ए              ,    क  उ      क            ग 

      

 Hussein, Ali‟s younger son, refused to pledge loyalty to the Umayyad ruler, Yazid. 

     ,     क          ,    उ       क      क           क              इ क   क        

 In 680, Hussein and 72 of his followers were killed in Karbala, in today‟s Iraq, by the forces of 
Yazid. 

 680   ,      औ  उ क  72            क     क  इ  क क  क             क                    

 The Battle for Karbala holds enormous significance in both Shia faith and political Shiism. 

 क     क     ई          औ         क                                   
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 For believers, Hussein, the Imam who refused to compromise even at the cost of his life, 
embodies the highest ideal of sacrifice. 

           क    ए,     ,    इ                      क  क                       क  ,        क  

              

 (Every year, Shias around the world mark Ashura, on the 10th of Muharram, with processions 
commemorating the martyrdom of Hussein.) 

 (      ,           क              क  10          क                ,            क        क      

 क           ) 

 During the Islamic revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini invoked both sacrifice and courage to 
mobilise opposition to Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 

 इ           क       ,                                       क              क    ग    क    

क    ए        औ             क        क    

 The monarch, Khomeini argued, was the new Yazid. 

            क        क                   

 He called on Hussein‟s followers, “the oppressed”, to rise. 

 उ           क            , “       ”,    उ           क        क    

 And they did. 

 औ  उ           क    

 After the revolution, many experts and world leaders doubted that the theocratic state would 
endure. 

       क     , कई          औ                       क    क         क       क   एग   

 Within a year, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein invaded Iran, hoping to hasten the collapse of 
the fledgling republic. 

 एक     क      , इ  क                         ग    ग     क      क      क    क  उ       ई    

         क    

 The new state was struggling to stabilise a fractured post-revolutionary order. 

               क      क               क      क    क    ए       क          

 Leftists, trade unionists, Islamists and liberals had all opposed the Shah, and the clergy‟s 
consolidation of power deepened divisions within this coalition. 

        ,            , इ        औ  उ                क             , औ                    क  

क   क      इ  ग                क  ग    क        

Core tenets 

            

 But Saddam‟s invasion changed the equation. 

    क       क                       

 Iranians rallied behind the flag; Saddam was cast as the modern-day Yazid. 

 ई          क       एक       गए;      क       क      क              क   ग    

 The Islamic Republic moved to purge leftists and liberals at home without provoking any 
regime-threatening backlash, while the war was under way. 

 इ     ग            क              क             क      क                  औ  उ           क  

          क        

 In effect, the conflict helped the clergy tighten its grip on power. 

        , इ                    क               क        क           क   

 After Khamenei was killed on February 28, Larijani repeatedly invoked the ideas martyrdom. 

 28       क        ई क      क     ,                -          क          क  उ     क    

 He said, “the children of Imam Hussein fear nothing”. 

 उ      क  , “इ         क       क                ” 

 After Larijani was killed, Mojtaba Khamenei, current Supreme Leader, said, “shedding the 
blood of such people at the foot of the mighty tree of the Islamic system will only make it 
stronger”. 

          क      क     ,                               ई    क  , “इ          क          

    क             ग   क            इ   औ           क  ग  ” 
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 Iran‟s leaders know the post-revolutionary state faces its gravest challenge in 47 years. 

 ई    क                 क       क      क      47                             क        क          

 But their response is not to give up the fight and flee, but to embrace the ideological core of 
the revolutionary state — martyrdom, sacrifice and vengeance. 

    क  उ क             ई       औ    ग   क         ,          क        क        क     — 

     ,        औ         — क         क      

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     21  March  2026 

21Mar Nitish Kumar can remain CM for next six months: Minister 

           र      छ           CM     र         :      

21Mar Parties must get advertisements pre-certified 

 प               प       प   -      र   र         

21Mar HC raps govt. over not filling minorities panel posts 

                     प    प     र   पर  र  र        र  

 

 

21Mar. Nitish Kumar can remain CM for 
next six months: Minister 

           र      छ           CM     र  

       :      

 Bihar Rural Development Minister Sharwan 
Kumar on Friday said Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar can remain in the post for the next six months, 
despite being elected to the Rajya Sabha in the recent 

elections. 

     र                      र       र           क  

क    क     र                      र     क             

र      क    ए           क          ग             क 

              क       

 His comments came amid the debate over Mr. 
Nitish Kumar‟s successor to the Chief Minister post. 

 उ क                      क    ए          क     क  

उ     क    क    क             क       ई  

 He also said Mr. Nitish Kumar will resign within 
14 days as a member of the Bihar Legislative 
Council. 

 उ            क    क          क         र       प र   

क      क        14       क       इ       ग   

 “One has to resign within 14 days as a 
member of either House of the State legislature [after 

being elected as an MP]. 

 “ क   क     र             क   क          क      

क        [                क     ] 14       क       इ     

              

 He can resign within the stipulated time frame 
but can remain the Chief Minister for the next six months as per provisions of the 
Constitution.” 
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                      क       इ         क         क          क           क          ग      

       क                 क      ” 

 The Prohibition of Simultaneous Membership Rules, 1950, framed under Article 101 of 
the Constitution, prohibits simultaneous membership in both Parliament and State 
legislature. 

                         , 1950,                      101 क         ए गए   ,      

औ  र                   क  एक                क  ग        

 Individuals have to resign from their legislature seat within 14 days of being elected to the 
Parliament, failing which their seat in the Parliament falls vacant. 

        क       क    ए           क  14       क                  क         इ                 , 

             उ क                      

 However, Article 164(4) of the Constitution allows a person to be appointed as Chief 
Minister or Minister for up to six months without being a member of a State legislature. 

       क,                   164(4)  क       क                  क           क            

 क            क                ,           र             क            

 

21Mar.Parties must get advertisements 
pre-certified 

 प               प       प   -      र  

 र         

 In four States and one Union Territory, the 
Election Commission (EC) on Friday directed 

political parties to get their advertisements pre-
certified by the media certification and monitoring 
committees (MCMC). 

           औ  एक                  ,            

(EC)           क         क      क                क  

                            र         (MCMC)    

    -       क     क              

 Further it has directed individual candidates 
to share details of their authentic social media accounts at the time of filing nominations 
in their affidavits. 

 इ क       , इ       ग  उ         क       क        क                      

(affidavits)                                   क             क    क                 

 The MCMCs shall also keep a strict vigil on suspected cases of paid news in the 

media and take suitable action, the poll body said in a statement. 

 MCMC                 प       क            क          ग  औ  उ    क     ई क  ग ,       

   ग    एक         क    

 The EC has also asked political parties to submit a statement of expenditure 
incurred on campaigning through the Internet to it within 75 days of the completion of the 
Assembly election. 

            (EC)           क               क       क                             क  75 

      क          र    क           कए गए          क             क    

 

21Mar.HC raps govt. over not filling minorities panel posts 

                     प    प     र   पर  र  र        र  

 The Delhi High Court on Friday expressed displeasure with the Centre for failing to 
provide a “timeline” for completing the process of filling the vacant posts of chairperson and 
members of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM). 

      उ                   क  क     क                 क       क                क 
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   ग (NCM) क      औ        क           क       क        क    ए “       ”              

     

 Noting that it had earlier sought an affidavit specifically on the timeline for filling the 
vacancies, a Bench of Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia asked the 
Deputy Secretary in the Union Ministry of Minority Affairs to explain the lapse within two 
weeks. 

              ए  क उ                 क       क                         एक            ग    , 

              .क . उ      औ                क      क              क क           क  उ  

                क       इ    क क     क        क  क    

 The court observed that the affidavit “only stated” that the Ministry had initiated the necessary 
action for appointments to the vacant posts, and that biodata and nominations were under 
examination. 

          क    क            “क             ग  ”  क                              क    ए 

   क क     ई     क        औ                    क       क           

 The court was dealing with a plea by petitioner Mujahid Nafees over the vacancies in the 
NCM. 

       ए   ए             क    क      क क                 क      क          ई क          

 The matter would be heard next on July 3. 

       क   ग        ई 3     ई क    ग   

GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED     21  March  2026 

21Mar CAPF Bill gives priority to IPS officers; govt. says new law will curb 
unnecessary litigation 

 CAPF        IPS       र                       ;  र  र                

                        र      
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21Mar. CAPF Bill gives priority to IPS officers; govt. says new law will curb 
unnecessary litigation 

 CAPF        IPS       र                       ;  र  र                      

                  र      

 The Bill seeks to negate a Supreme Court judgment which asked the Home Ministry to 
progressively reduce IPS deputation; retired officials have opposed the draft law stating that 

the govt. is discriminating against cadre officers as they face career stagnation, despite 
leading from the front. 

                               क          क            ,                  क  IPS           

क      -     क  क    क  क   ग     ;              क                क     क        क     ए क    क 

  क   क       क       क             क             क उ   क              क        क         

  ,    क                       क        

 The Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Bill, 2026, that is likely to be 
tabled in the Rajya Sabha next week, states that in all CAPFs, 50% of the total posts in the 
rank of Inspector General, at least 67% posts in the rank of Additional Director General 
and all posts in the rank of Special Director General and Director General shall be filled by 
Indian Police Service (IPS) officers on deputation. 

           प        (           )       , 2026,       ग        र              क   

    क     , क        क     CAPFs         र   र  क  50%   ,           र  र   र  क  

क     क  67%    औ          र  र   र         र  र   र  क           र    प     

     (IPS)    क                               ए ग   

 Till now, such postings were done based on executive orders, and the Bill will codify the 

provisions. 

     क                     र         क                  , औ          क इ           क  

         क  ग   

 The Bill seeks to negate a May 23, 2025 Supreme Court judgment which asked the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to “progressively reduce” IPS deputation in CAPFs up to 

the rank of IGs in the next two years. 

         क 23    2025                        क          क            ,                  

(MHA) क   ग             IG     क CAPFs    IPS           क  “    -     क ” क    क  क   ग   

    

Stagnant careers 

   र   र र 

 Retired CAPF officials have opposed the Bill stating that the government is discriminating 

against cadre officers who won the case after 10 years of litigation to overcome career 
stagnation. 

           CAPF       र            क क        क     ए क    क   क   क       क       क      

       क        ,         क           क      क    क    ए 10     क  क         ई क      क        

    

 Due to absence of senior level posts, it takes an officer who joins as an Assistant 
Commandant in CAPFs, at least 15-18 years for her/his first promotion. 

   र   र    प    क  क   क  क   , CAPFs                   क                           क    

क                      क     क  15-18      ग       

 The officers have argued that despite leading operations from the front, and several of them 
having been killed in the line of action, they face career stagnation and most times the first 
promotion comes only after 15-18 years of service. 

    क           क           क                     क        क    औ  कई क       क                  

क        , उ   क           क        क            औ     क                          15-18 

    क       क                   

 The Bill circulated among Rajya Sabha members late on Friday said the CAPFs perform 
functions of national security in close coordination with State authorities, and in the interest 
of maintaining Centre-State relationship, the IPS officers are necessary for effective 
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functioning of these forces. 

                र            क                  क    क   ग    क CAPFs र        र           

क    र        र    क              क      , औ     -र           क     ए      क         इ       

क               क    ए IPS    क       क     क       

 It said that “it is considered necessary to enact an umbrella law to regulate the recruitment 
and conditions of service of Group A General Duty Officers and other officers appointed to 
the CAPFs with a view to ensure legislative clarity, preserving its operational 
distinctiveness, and harmonising judicial directions with administrative and federal 

requirements.” 

 इ    क   ग    क “     A                  र    औ              क       क      औ       

    क           क    क    ए एक           (umbrella law)          क   ,    क        

                 क ,        क                  औ                क        क         

   क     क             क       क  ” 

Statement of reasons 

   र          र  

 The statement of objects and reasons by Home Minister Amit Shah said that in recent 
years, due to the absence of an umbrella law, regulatory provisions have evolved in a 

fragmented manner resulting in several litigations on service-related matters, leading to some 
functional and administrative difficulties. 

                          ए गए क      क           क   ग    क     क                   क       

                        क     ए   ,                             कई   क     ए औ  क   क     क 

        क क    इ    उ    ई   

 It added that the Bill was being brought to “avoid unnecessary litigation.” 

 इ         ग    क         क “     क   क            ” क    ए                 

 It said the CAPFs play a vital role in maintaining national security and discharging important 
functions such as securing the borders of the country, undertaking anti-insurgency 
operations and maintaining internal security of the Union and the States, adding that these 
Forces are also designed to supplement Armed Forces of the Union during war. 

 इ    क   ग    क CAPFs र        र      ए     ,     क         क       ,         र    

         औ      र    र      ए                     क           , औ      क                   

         क     क        

 It added that under Article 312 of the Constitution, IPS is an All India Service and 

“historically, IPS officers are an integral and important part of the CAPFs.” 

 इ         ग    क                   312 क      IPS एक        र            औ  “       क 

      IPS    क    CAPFs क       औ                      ” 

 Presently, 20% of posts in the rank of Deputy Inspector General (DIG) and 50% of posts in 
the rank of Inspector General (IG) in CAPFs are reserved for IPS officers through an 
executive order. 

           CAPFs              र   र  (DIG) क  20% औ       र   र  (IG) क  50%    

      र       क          IPS    क       क    ए           

 The total strength of CAPFs is around 10 lakh, which includes 13,000 Group A cadre 
officers. 

 CAPFs क  क         ग ग 10       ,       13,000      A    र      र            

 The Parliament was recently informed that there are around 93,000 vacancies in all ranks in 

CAPFs. 

                क        ग    क CAPFs          क       ग ग 93,000  र          
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21Mar Gulf dreams turn sour for Konaseema women  
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21Mar. India’s Iran stance does fuel a foreign policy debate 

   र      र   पर               पर                 

 A debate, for the most part civilised, is going on in India about foreign policy. 

                    क    क  एक              ,       क             
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 The provocation for the debate is the ongoing Israeli-American war on Iran, now in its third 

week and India‟s response to it. 

 इ      क  क             र   -    र       र   पर       ,                        औ  इ  

        क              

 I belong to the tribe of „professional‟ diplomats. 

    „      ‟       क   क                         

 We consider ourselves experts with special skills to propound on foreign policy issues. 

        क             क                 क                          

 It is true that we are trained to read between the lines and to research whatever issue 
occupies the attention of the international community at a given time. 

           क             क           औ  उ                        क                           

    क    क                      

 However, it is not as if we are born with a particular gift for foreign policy; the gift or expertise 
is cultivated over a period of time. 

       क,              क               क    ए  क               क                  ;    क        

क        क             

 Almost anybody can handle foreign policy with experience and exposure to the issues. 

  ग ग क ई              औ        क      क                 क         क       

 Everyone has an opinion on foreign policy, and it would not be correct to dismiss those 
opinions as ill-informed or irrelevant. 

     क   क                           , औ  उ        क  ग            गक क               ग   

The two sides 

    प  

 The debate is between those who generally support the government‟s stand on the war, 
which began on February 28, and those who criticise it as weak-kneed or surrendering to the 
Americans, or as hostile to Iran, a close and civilisational friend. 

        उ    ग   क            28               ए          क   क     क        क       औ  उ  

  ग   क         इ   क    ,      क  क   ग    क           ई         क     औ      ग      क      

                    

 The deliberate decision not to condone the assassination of Iran‟s Supreme Leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has come in for particular criticism. 

 ई    क           र,                     क           क      क    क        क    ए गए 

      क                      ई     

 Foreign policy is an instrument in the hands of the government to protect and promote the 
country‟s national interests. 

              क   क             क  र            क      औ  उ              क  एक          

 It follows that it is within the province of the government of the day to define what the national 
interests are and how to protect them. 

 इ क          क                  औ  उ   क            क     ए,       क      क   क     क   

        

 Some interests are sui generis, such as defending the sovereignty and territorial integrity 

of the country. 

 क                    ,          क          औ               क      क     

 For a country such as India, the improvement in the standard of living of its citizens is an 
extremely important objective. 

               क    ए   ग  क   क        र          एक                     

 In a highly globalised and interdependent world, this task imposes on the government the 
duty to chart its policy with deliberation and calculation. 

 एक     क     क   औ                      ,    क      क         -   क  औ  ग    क      

           क                     

 A government led by one party may take one position whereas a government led by another 
party may take another. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
6 

 एक                     क   एक          क     ,    क                           क         

         क       

 The same party may take one position when in opposition but might pursue that very policy 
when in power. 

                        ए एक          क         क                उ        क    ग  क   क   

    

 The Congress-led government under Manmohan Singh decided that obtaining the 
nuclear deal with America was in India‟s interest whereas the Bharatiya Janata Party at 

the time opposed the deal. 

                                   र  र        र          पर                 क         

    ,    क उ        र         प       इ क         क    

 Once in power, it went beyond what even the previous government had not agreed; it 
absolved the suppliers of nuclear reactors from any liability, for accident or defect in the 
reactors. 

            क     , उ            क          ग        ए          ए         क      क             

    क    ए  क                      क        

 Foreign policy often is, but should not be, influenced by the ideological orientation of the 

ruling party. 

                         क       र                        ,    क                    ए  

 If it is to adhere strictly to the objective of promoting national interest, it cannot afford to be too 
concerned about principles or rights and wrongs. 

     इ क  उ               क               ,                      -ग   क              क        

         क    

 At times, a particular position might offend our sense of justice or morality, but the 
government of the day will have to make an objective decision, even if it is not popular. 

 क  -क   क ई                        क   क        क      क   क     ,    क    क   क  

                    ग ,             क          

 Equally important, the government must explain to the people the rationale for its decision. 

 उ                   क   क              क       क  क      ग   क      ए  

 In a democracy, this is extremely important. 

   क                           

 People, certainly the Indian people, are fully capable of understanding and approving or 
disapproving of the government‟s actions. 

   ग,      क           ग,   क   क  क    क        औ  उ     क         क   क               

Labels and policy 

      और      

 Much time and intellectual energy is spent on giving a label to foreign policy.  

            क              क        औ      क ऊ                 

 The one currently in fashion is „strategic autonomy‟. 

                    „र             ‟     

 By adding the word „strategic‟, it sounds profound and gives the impression of a concept 
beyond the understanding of ordinary citizens. 

 „      क‟                  ग     ग      औ          ग  क   क                           

 But then, why „autonomy‟? 

    क      „      ‟    ? 

 Why not „independent‟? 

 „    ‟         ? 

 Is not independence more precious than autonomy? 

                        क               ? 

 P.V. Narasimha Rao used to say that Kashmiris can have as much autonomy as they want, 

but not independence. 

 प .  .  र     र   क   क        क क        क                         क     ,    क         
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 In any case, why give any label at all? 

  क             , क ई                 ? 

 How many countries have given adjectives to their foreign policy? 

  क                             क           ए   ? 

 If a name has to be given, just call it „independent‟. 

                   ,    इ   „    ‟ क    

 The best definition of foreign policy was given by Jawaharlal Nehru in a letter to Einstein 

written a few weeks before India‟s independence. 

            क                       र                 क            क             

       क                    

 Foreign policy, Nehru wrote, essentially is selfish. 

               क                                    

 The only principle it follows is the principle of national interest. 

    क               क         क       क        

 The Narendra Modi government is essentially following Nehru‟s foreign policy, that is 

„selfish‟ foreign policy. 

  र         र  र                क  „    ‟            क       क          

 Its approach to the Iran war seems to be based on a cold calculation that India has too much 
at stake with America and the Gulf states. 

 ई        क      इ क     क   इ       ग               ग       क      क      र   औ       

      क          क            ग      

 America is India‟s largest trading partner, and India needs its support for state-of-the-art 
technology, especially for developing India‟s defence capabilities. 

      क       क                 क           , औ       क         क  क  क,      क      

       क    क   क    ए उ क            ए  

 As for the Gulf countries, nearly 10 million Indians are working there. 

       क            क         ,       ग ग 1 क           क   क          

 Their welfare is of overriding concern. 

 उ क  क                     

 They send hundreds of billions of dollars‟ worth of remittances back home. 

      क             क                    

 Collectively, the Gulf countries are a most valuable source for India‟s energy needs. 

       क      ,               क  ऊ           क    ए                      

Application of ‘strategic autonomy’ 

 ‘र             ’            

 These are valid considerations. 

        उ              

 Nevertheless, within the parameters of these factors, the government could and should have 
shown some „strategic autonomy‟. 

       , इ  क  क   क         क   क  क   „      क       ‟            ए     

 No harm would have been done if the assassination of Ayatollah Khamenei had been 
condoned or if the External Affairs Minister rather than the Foreign Secretary had signed 

the condolence book in the Iranian Embassy in Delhi. 

                     क           क     क                      क                     

         ई                  क     क            कए     ,    क ई   क               

 Since the Prime Minister did speak to the Iranian President to press for the safety of the 
9,000-strong Indian community in Iran, would it not have been proper for him to also express 
condolences for the assassination? 

     क             ई       9,000          क        क    ए ई                    क ,       उ क    ए 

         क    क    उ             ? 

 His telephone conversations with the leaders of the Gulf states would surely have ensured 
their support to take care of India‟s citizens living there. 

            क            उ क                                    क                    क       
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 The fact that Iran has allowed oil tankers destined for India safe passage through the Strait of 
Hormuz speaks not so much to the success of India‟s diplomacy as to the graciousness of 

the Iranians. 

        क ई            क    ए       क    क                             ग      ,      क  

क               ई    क  उ      क             

 Despite India‟s unfriendly attitude, Iran took a friendly approach towards India. 

      क  क               क        , ई            क                  क           

 In the final analysis, India needs to be on the winning side. 

            क                       ए  

 The government has obviously concluded that the Israeli-American coalition will come out the 
winner and that Iran will be defeated or surrender. 

   क                       क        क इ     -     क  ग              ग  औ  ई           

  ग             क  ग   

 There is also the question of the Prime Minister‟s visit to Israel (February 25-26, 2026), its 
timing more than the visit per se. 

          क  इ           (25-26       2026) क      क    क          उ        

 It was evident from watching his address to the Israeli Knesset that he was deeply moved by 

the warm reception that was accorded to him by its members. 

 इ             (Knesset)    उ क                   क              ग             ग         

        ए  

 His visit was a demonstration of the ideological affinity that he feels with Israel and, more so 

with its Prime Minister. 

 उ क       इ      औ  उ क           क      उ क       र        क             

 That Israel and the U.S. were going to attack Iran any day was known to all those following 
such matters. 

        उ      क            इ                           क इ      औ       क   क          

ई            क   क       

 The timing of the visit was unfortunate. 

 इ       क                     
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 Let the debate continue 

                  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
21Mar. Gulf 

dreams turn sour for Konaseema women  

                                   प        

 Driven by economic need and the hope of a better future, many women from the 
Konaseema region migrate to Gulf nations in search of employment. 

     क    क   औ             क  उ               क , क           क  कई      ए     ग   

क                             क        

 In their desperate pursuit of opportunities, they often fall prey to unauthorised agents who 
recruit them as housemaids. 
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        क                      ए      क    क             ,    उ           क     क            

क        

 Thousands of women, fighting a lone battle against financial coercion, isolation, and 
physical abuse, seek safe repatriation—at the cost of heavy expenses and compromised 

security. 

             ए      क     ,   ग   औ        क      क         क       ई       ए          

औ         क                             

 T. Appala Naidu highlights the ordeal of these victims. 

   .             इ          क  क    इ    क  उ  ग  क        

 With dreams of building a better life for themselves and their families, Kamala (32) boarded a 
sleeper-class private bus on May 12, 2025, along with her younger sister Raji (30), from 
Amalapuram—the administrative headquarters of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema district—
bound for Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Hyderabad. 

      औ              क    ए            क        क     , क    (32)    12  ई 2025 क       

              (30) क                           क        ग                   ई     क    ए    

 क    

 Along with the sisters were several other women on board the bus, all sharing the same 
destination: Muscat. 

 उ क            कई         ए        ,    क  ग            

 The group arrived at Muscat International Airport (MCT) in Oman the following evening via 
Mumbai. 

          ग           क      ई       ए      क                    ई            

 Recalling the initial excitement of taking the first step towards her dream, Kamala said that 
their Muscat-based agent had sent a driver to pick them up. 

 क              क उ क          ए       उ        क    ए    इ            

 The driver identified the sisters using their photographs, collected their passports, and 
dropped them at the agent‟s office. 

    इ                      क  उ क               ए औ  उ   ए    क                

 For the next fortnight, they were trained to work as housemaids. 

  ग               क उ         क   क    ए         क   ग    

 Kamala said another group of 13 women was also brought with similar promises. 

 क              क 13            क          इ        क           ग       

 Kamala quit her job as a nurse, and Raji left tailoring for their dream of earning in the Gulf. 

 क           क    क        औ              ई क  क               क            क  ई क   क   

 Their husbands supported their decision and helped them find agents. 

 उ क            उ क         क   औ  ए                  क   

 By December 2025, nearly 15,000 workers from Konaseema migrated to Gulf countries, over 
70% being women. 

        2025  क  ग ग 15,000   ग               गए,       70%       क      ए       

Overwork and isolation  

           और       

 Kamala said her ordeal began after the grooming session ended. 

 क       क    क उ क                        क           ई  

 Women were presented to sponsors for selection as housemaids. 

         क        क   क    ए                क   ग    

 Raji was chosen for a trial assignment but returned to India within a month due to hardship. 

      क        क    ए      ग      क  क    ई क  क       एक               ई  

 Kamala stayed and was hired under a two-year contract with a monthly salary of 100 Omani 
rials. 

 क     क  औ         क            100                 क         क   क     ग   

 She later suffered illness due to overwork and was isolated by her sponsor. 

    क क   क  क                गई औ  उ     ग-  ग क       ग    
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 Her internet access was cut off to prevent communication with her family. 

              क    क   क    ए उ क  इ           क       ग    

 She was asked to pay ₹1.5 lakh to retrieve her passport. 

                   क    ए उ    ₹1.5        ग  गए  

Migrants turn on-site agents  

                 -          

 Many unauthorised agents are personally known to victims. 

 कई      ए            क     -      क           

 Former migrants often act as agents and recruit women. 

                ए      क          क      क        

 Only about 1,100 agents are registered, while many operate illegally. 

  ग ग 1,100 ए        क         क कई            क   क        

 Kamala was repatriated after her family paid the commission. 

 क    क  उ क                     क    क                ग    

 Since March 2025, 78 victims have been repatriated, mostly women. 

      2025    78         क            ग  ,          क        ए      

 Most reported overwork, abuse, and health issues. 

    क           क क  ,      औ             क    क    क   

Awareness  

         

 Another victim Padma was repatriated after forced contract renewal and abuse. 

 एक               क                    औ       क                ग    

 Many victims are unwilling to take legal action. 

 कई       क      क     ई क          क       

 Police have registered cases under the Emigration Act, 1983. 

                        1983 क                 कए     

 Authorities are conducting awareness programmes for safe recruitment. 

     क              क    ए   ग क   क                  

 Recruitment through private agents is prohibited; OMCAP is mandated. 

      ए      क                          औ  OMCAP             

 Over 90% abuse complaints come from unregistered recruitment. 

 90%       क   क                          

Surge continues amid tensions  

                              

 Migration continues due to economic need despite risks. 

       क             क क                        

 Passport applications are increasing, mostly from women. 

                        ,          क        ए      

 KCM continues to receive distress calls from migrant workers. 

 KCM क                    ग         क  क               

 Repatriation of some victims is delayed due to West Asia tensions. 

      ए             क  क    क           क                           
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     र                  प                  र      
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21Mar. Renewable Energy Ministry demands sweeping powers 

     र                  प                  र      

 The Ministry says it should be recognised as „Central Government‟ in matters pertaining to 
renewables under the Electricity Act; the Power Ministry currently exercises primary 

authority over Act‟s provisions. 

        क  क        क               क          र                              उ   „    

 र  र‟ क                          ए;                                  क                   

   क            

 The New and Renewable Energy Ministry has made a case before a parliamentary 
committee for a significant expansion of its administrative authority over India‟s renewable 
energy sector, arguing that it should be recognised as the “Central Government” in all 
matters pertaining to renewables under the Electricity Act, 2003. 

      और     र                                क           क     क     ऊ           

           क    क     क                क     ग       ,     क        ए  क              , 

2003 क         क     ऊ                          उ   “     र  र” क                      

    ए  

 The demand, part of a detailed reply furnished to the committee in February but made public 
this month, in response to “stakeholder requests” for a standalone Renewable Energy Act, 
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effectively seeks to redraw the institutional boundaries between the Renewable Energy 
Ministry and the Power Ministry, which currently exercises primary authority over the 
Electricity Act‟s provisions, including those governing grid-connected renewable energy. 

       ग                क    ए गए       उ   क         ,      इ               क  क   ग  ,    

एक   ग     र                 क    ए “     र          र  ” क            , औ           

         क     ऊ           औ                 क          ग         क               क    क  

     क      ,                              र                            क              

        क            

 As of January 31, 2026 — the Renewable Energy Ministry cited in a submission — India has 
installed 271.96 GW of capacity from non-fossil fuel sources, a little over half the country‟s 
total installed generation capacity of 520.50 GW. 

 31       2026  क —                     क    क         —           र-                    

271.96                    क    ,        क  क         उ          520.50         क       

   क         

 Of this, 263.18 GW is from renewable energy. 

 इ       263.18            क     ऊ           

 However, the actual electricity generated from non-fossil sources is about 25%. 

       क, ग  -                    क       उ      ग ग 25%     

 While the Ministry conceded that a separate Act was unnecessary as electricity from 
renewable sources is already integrated into the grid and governed under the existing 

framework, it laid out a sweeping list of empowerments it believes are needed to bring 
“institutional clarity and effective administration” to the sector. 

       क                 क   ग            क             क    क                            

          एक क      औ               क                     ,        उ    “            और 

           ”      क    ए    क        क                  क   

 The Ministry wants the power to design electricity markets for renewable energy, prepare 
and notify bidding guidelines for renewable energy projects, frame tariff determination 
principles for the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC), and guide the 

CERC on matters related to renewables. 

           क     ऊ    क    ए           र     इ  क   ,            क    ए                

      औ           क   ,                           (CERC) क    ए    र       र            

क    औ     क               CERC क    ग      क    क                

 It has also sought oversight of the planning and monitoring of Renewable Purchase 
Obligations, the mechanism that compels distribution companies and large consumers to 
procure a minimum share of their electricity from clean sources. 

 इ        र     र         (RPO) क        औ    ग                  क     ग क    ,    

   र    प      औ      उ        क             क                              क    ए 

    क        

 Several States are laggards in these aspects. 

 इ            कई              

 The Renewable Energy Ministry has further asked that the Central Electricity Authority 
(CEA) coordinate with it while framing regulations related to renewable energy, and that the 
National Committee on Transmission work under the Ministry‟s guidance — a significant 

institutional claim, given that transmission planning has traditionally been the turf of the 
Power Ministry and the CEA. 

    क     ऊ                    क       क                    र  (CEA)    क     ऊ       

                       उ क           क  , औ                                  क  

  ग         क   क   —    एक             ग         ,     क                        क       

               औ  CEA क     क                  
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               र                    प               र         

21Mar SC warns officials on Chambal sand mining 

                    र       पर       र                  

21Mar ‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nicobar over land 

          र               र ‘          ’ र       
 

 
 

21Mar. Veterinary officer killed in hippo attack in Karnataka zoo 

               र                    प               र         

 A 27-year-old veterinary officer under training died after she suffered serious injuries 
following an attack by a hippopotamus at Tyavarekoppa Lion and Tiger Safari in 
Shivamogga in Karnataka. 

 एक 27            प               र  क         क                 र               

    र    र         प      क          ग           क  क            गई  

Trainee at the safari 

    र           

 Dr. Sameeksha Reddy, a native of Bengaluru, had been recently recruited as a trainee 

veterinary officer at the safari. 

   .       र   ,           क            ,                                 क      क    क        

       ई      

 She had been entrusted with the responsibility of monitoring the health condition of two ailing 
sun conure birds. 

 उ                   र प      क           क    ग     क                 गई     

 She was at the veterinary hospital around 10.30 p.m. on Thursday. 

    ग           ग ग 10:30     प                        

 Later, she decided to check the body temperature of a pregnant hippopotamus. 

        उ      एक ग          प      क       क                क              

 While she was checking the temperature using non-invasive infrared thermography, the 
animal suddenly attacked her. 

          -            र                                 ,                  क उ          

क        

 The staff of the safari shifted her to a private hospital in Shivamogga. 

       क  क             उ           क  एक                          क    

 She had suffered deep wounds, excessive bleeding, and damage to her liver, which led to 
cardiac arrest, according to official sources. 
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    क   क       क        , उ     र     ,       र    , औ       (   र) क    क      , 

                   (         र  )     

 She succumbed to injuries around 6.30 a.m. on Friday. 

 उ                   ग ग 6:30           क  क                 

 According to officials, she was undergoing training as a veterinary officer, and there was an 
additional 45-day training period. 

    क       क        ,           क      क    क                        , औ  इ क        45 

             र               

 Forest Minister Eshwar Khandre has mourned the death of the veterinary officer and 
instructed officials to ensure standard operating procedures are followed strictly to avoid 

such incidents. 

           र      र            क      क    क            क     क   औ     क       क        

      क                    क    ए                     (SOPs) क                      

क    

Probe ordered 

              

 He has also asked officers to constitute a team of officials to investigate the incident and 
submit a report. 

 उ         क       क       क       क    ए एक     ग    क    औ              क    क    ए    क   

    

21Mar. SC warns officials on Chambal 

sand mining 

                    र       पर       र    

              

 The Supreme Court on Friday observed 
that officials who by their “lethargy and inaction” 
allowed sand mining to flourish in the fragile lotic 
ecosystem of the National Chambal Sanctuary 

would be vicariously liable to aiding and abetting 
the illegal activity. 

                      क  क    क       क   ,         

     “     और        ” क  क    र       क  

र               र  क      क       प  र       

                , उ   इ       ग                 औ  

उक     क    ए                             एग   
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 A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta in a suo motu case, reminded 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, in whose tri-junction the sanctuary is 
located, that every act of destruction of wildlife habitat in a protected area would attract 
offences and penalties under multiple laws including the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 
the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

                   औ      प       क         एक           (        )          र     , 

        औ    र     ,    क    -                        , क              क            

              क        क     क    कई क       क            औ      क   क     क  ग ,       

      (  र  )        , 1972 औ  प    र  (  र  )        , 1986           

 

21Mar. ‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nicobar over land 

          र               र ‘          ’ र       

 On January 18 this year a Great Nicobar Island based online news portal published an 
important news item related to the mega-infrastructure project on the island that has been 

headline news across the country for many months now. 

इ      18       क            र   प        एक     इ                      क      -

       र                  एक              क     क ,    कई                                    

 This particular issue has, however, barely been noticed, leave alone creating anything close 
to even a ripple. 

      क, इ                                 ग     , इ     क  क ई       क       ई  

 The report, “DEF-GNI Objects to Low Minimum Circle Rates Fixed for Villages of 
Campbell Bay Tehsil, Seeks Revision Ahead of Airport Land Acquisition”, highlighted 

the grievances of the Great Nicobar‟s settler (non-tribal) community in the matter of the 
compensation being awarded for their land that is being acquired for the mega-project under 
the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation 
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and Resettlement (RFCTLARR) Act, 2013. 

       “DEF-GNI   र    प                                             र   पर  प  ,   रप    

               प                  ”          क     क            (ग  -       )        क  

  क      क  उ  ग   क   ग  ,    उ क       क    ए   ए                            ,      

RFCTLARR        , 2013 क               क              

 About 300 families of ex-servicemen were settled in Great Nicobar between 1969 and 1975 
for which about 40 square kilometres were de-notified from the Tribal Reserve. 

 ग ग 300 प            क           क  1969    1975 क            क              ग  ,    क    ए 

 ग ग 40  ग   क           क           र             ग  क   ग    

 The descendants of these settlers now form the majority of the population here. 

इ             क               क        क     क                   

 “The Dependents and Ex-Servicemen Forum for Equitable Negotiation, Compensation 
& Entitlements – Great Nicobar Island (DEF-GNI)”, the report noted, “has raised strong 
objections to the minimum circle rates fixed for villages under Campbell Bay Tehsil, terming 

them unreasonably low and unjust.” 

          क   ग    क “  प             -           र    र                  ,         

                 –           र (DEF-GNI)”      प             क  ग      क    ए            क   

       क           ई    औ  उ                क            

Inadequate compensation 

 प            

 At the heart of the matter is the low rates of compensation, ranging from ₹113 to ₹180 per 
square metre, they are being offered as against the ₹11,370 - ₹20,500 per square metre 

offered in the Andaman islands when land is acquired for tourism projects. 

      क                  क  क        ,    ₹113    ₹180            र  क   ,    क              

                    क    ए                ₹11,370    ₹20,500            र   ए          

 The forum requested that the rates be fixed in a manner that ensures a minimum 
compensation of not less than ₹1 crore per acre of agricultural land to affected landowners. 

           ग क   क     इ         क    ए   क               क   क  क         क    ए क     क  ₹1 

 र           क               

 The matter has also been raised regularly by the lone Member of Parliament (MP) from the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bishnu Pada Ray of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

इ       क         और       र   प      क  एक               प   र   (   प )                

      उ     ग       

 In December, he had written to the Prime Minister and the Home Minister making a number 
of related points: that the land was being acquired from ex-servicemen settler families who 

were originally brought here by the government to serve strategic and national security 
purposes; these families had already faced two major displacements, one during the initial 
settlement and then again after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami; there were major 

procedural violations in the land acquisition process; there were serious deficiencies in the 
social impact assessment carried out for this land, and that compensation being offered 
should be ₹32 lakh per hectare as against ₹9 lakh being offered currently. 

          उ               औ           क        क  कई      उ  ए:  क      प                    

प र  र                                   क औ               उ      क    ए       ग     ; इ           

                        —           क      औ      2004               र        क     ;      

                ग           क उ      ए   ;                      ग     क        ; औ  

       ₹32              र          ए,    क           ₹9                     

 There are two things that stand out: first the claim makers — the MP included — are explicit 
that they, the settler families, are not opposing the project. 

             :     ,         —                         —          क        क    इ           

क             क          

 Their only request is adherence to due process and ensuring that no family is left without land 
or livelihood. 
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उ क  क          ग     क उ          क          औ  क ई                        क             

    

 The second is the deep contradiction at the heart of (un)democratic representation and 
politics here: the settler community and their representatives, while seen seeking fairness and 
justice over their own land, are also collaborating with the same authorities in alienating land, 
livelihood and the resources of Great Nicobar‟s tribal communities (the Shompen and the 
Great Nicobarese) to make it available for the same project. 

          ( )  क     क          औ          क       ग              क           :           

       औ  उ क                    क    ए     क     ग क     ए    उ        क     क         क  

      क     क                   (      औ            र ) क      ,      क  औ           क  

         क    ए उ    क           

Alienating tribal lands 

                      

 In a process marked by serious substantive and procedural impropriety, nearly 84 sq.km of 
legally notified tribal reserve is sought to be denotified and handed over to project 
authorities. 

एक             ,       ग           क          ए    ,  ग ग 84          क  क            

                  र        क     क               क     क         क            

 Everyone from local agencies such as the Andaman and Nicobar Tribal Welfare 
Department, to the local settler communities, to national level bodies such as the Union 
Ministries of Environment and of Tribal Affairs have been complicit. 

       और       र                               ए             क                  

         औ  प    र                                                क    क      इ          

        

 Evidence of this can be seen in the near-complete absence of the Shompen in discussions, 
the pressure being exerted on the Nicobarese to „voluntarily‟ surrender their lands for the 

project, the public and vociferous support expressed by settlers and authorities, and the 
explicit violation of provisions of the Forest Rights Act, in which representatives of the settler 
community have signed documents freeing up tribal reserve land for the project. 

इ क                       क   ग ग         ,       र          „    ‟          क      , 

           औ     क       क            , औ          र         क           क     उ     

  ,                        क                             क           क    ए     क         

                   कए     

Pertinent issues being ignored 

   प                    

 No one can deny the right of the settlers to adequate compensation. 

           क               क     क      इ क         क       क    

 But what about the original islanders such as the nomadic hunter gatherer Shompen that is 
notified as a particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG)? 

   क                           क   -    क         ,             प        र              

(PVTG) क                  क   ग     , उ क    ? 

 They may not want compensation because they have no use for the money we offer. 

                              क उ           ए गए      क                

 What about the Nicobarese who wish to return to their traditional pre-tsunami lands and 

settlements but are not being provided the means to do so? 

उ        र  क                    क       -                            ,    क  उ       क    क  

            ए          ? 

 And what of the impact on lives, livelihoods and cultures of these communities that are 
completely dependent on the sea and the forests? 

औ  उ           क      ,      क  औ                       ग                   औ            

        ? 
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 What also of the pristine forests and unique biodiversity that will be lost forever? 

औ  उ       ग    औ                     क              क    ए         एग ? 

 This situation underlines multiple things at the same time. 

        एक     कई       क  उ  ग  क        

 On the ground it highlights the stark nature of (un)democratic local politics as adjacent 
communities are forced into competition and conflict over land and resources. 

               ( )  क     क               क  क       ई क           ,               क       

औ           क    ए         औ            क             

 At the macro level, it highlights how local communities and rights to resources are only minor 
pawns in the larger geo-political and development agendas of the state, of its larger 
political economy, and indeed the rhetoric of national sovereignty and strategic autonomy. 

                         क              औ              उ क     क         -र        औ  

           ,        क        ,     र              औ  र              क           क    

               

 The contradictions might not be visible to the local settler communities or perhaps they do not 
have the agency or the choice. 

                                      क      ई          क           उ क        क           

 The same surely cannot be said for the state, the nation and for society at large. 

   क     ,      औ     क      क    ए          क       क    

 There is much for us to think about and ponder over. 

        ए       औ        क    क    ए     क       

 The views expressed are personal 

            ग     

 „Undemocratic‟ politics in Great Nicobar over land 

      क             क    क  „   क     क‟         

 Pankaj Sekhsaria is the author/editor of seven books on the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, the latest being „The Great Nicobar Betrayal‟ (Frontline Magazine, 2024) and 
„Island on Edge – The Great Nicobar Crisis‟ (2025). 

प         र          और       र   प                क   क     क/     क   ,       

       „            र        ‟ (     इ    ग   , 2024) औ  „            –             र 

      ‟ (2025)           

 Inequities arise between settler families and original islanders over land compensation for the 
Great Nicobar mega-infrastructure. 

          र     -       र क    ए             क    क                     औ                क  

           ए  उ              
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21Mar. Fight against hate speech must 
be on behalf of all, says SC 

                                 र 

             ,                   

 The Supreme Court of India on Friday 
said the fight against hate speech must be on 

behalf of all, and not just limited to one‟s own 
community. 

   र                          क  क    क      

     क           ई     क                 ए,   

 क क     क   एक         क        

 “Why should a particular community 
come up and say „protect my community against 
hate speech‟? 

 “    क ई                 क    क „            क  

                 ‟? 

 Rather, we should say „no one should 
indulge in hate speech‟,” Justice B.V. 
Nagarathna, heading a Bench, observed orally. 

            क        ए  क „क ई                 

          ‟,”            .  .    र   ,        क  

      क         ,        क       क    

 Justice Nagarathna‟s remark came while 
hearing a petition seeking the court‟s intervention 
against hate speech targeting the Brahmin 
community. 

            ग     क           उ      क  क  

     ई क         ई,                   क       

          क              क        क     ग क  

गई     

 The court found that the petitioner-in-
person, Mahalingam Balaji, had even coined a 
term, „Brahmophobia‟, which he said should be 
treated as caste-based discrimination and duly 

punished. 

                क     क क                       

„          ‟       ग     ,      उ               र         क           क        क    क  

    क    

 Mr. Balaji submitted that the petition was a result of years of research on the “selective and 
inconsistent application” of the hate speech jurisprudence. 

              क    क        क                   क  “       और              ”        

क      क             

 He said hate speech has affected the community. 

 उ      क    क                     क          क       

 “We do not want hate speech against any community. 

 “    क             क                              

 That would depend on the level of education, intellectual development, tolerance and 
patience in the society. 

                ,            ,         औ       क              क  ग   

 Once everyone follows fraternity, then automatically there would be no hate speech,” Justice 

Nagarathna said. 

              (fraternity) क       क  ग ,          क                           एग ,” 

           ग        क    
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 Justice Nagarathna advised the petitioner to “develop the capacity to not be influenced by it”. 

            ग            क क    क           क “इ                  क         क    क   ” 

 “Many things, if ignored, will fade away. 

 “कई     ,            क       ए ,                             

 If you react, it will only trigger another reaction,” Justice Nagarathna said. 

                  ग ,       क    एक औ          क       ग ,”            ग        क    

 The court allowed the withdrawal of the plea. 

              क  क            क                

 


